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high rate, but are leveling off. 


‘qjManufacturing production trends re- 
flect declining investment activities. 
Ae By sey goods output dropped by 5.8 

nt, machinery by 4.8 percent, and 
metals by 10.5 percent against Septem- 
ber. The heavy decline in steel produc- 


Pytion resulted in large pert from a steel 


strike during the month. However, steel 
output for early 7958 has been reduced 
20 percent to bring it into line with 
the lower level of new orders, 

Nondurables other than textiles 
showed little decline, owing to con- 
tinued strong consumer demand and 
seasonally high retail sales. Despite 
high levels of exports, inventories of 
cotton yarn, rayon filament, and other 
textile products have accumulated and 
reductions in yarn productions have 
been instituted to adjust excessive in- 
ventories. 
Raw-Materials Use 
Declines Slightly 

Industrial utilization of raw materials 
declined slightly in October, reflecting 
lower production. Inventories of domes- 


~- 


Japanese Trade, Industry Level Off 


Japanese industrial production and foreign trade are still at a 


Industrial production—manufacturing and mining—declined by 
more than 2 percent in October, as compared with the preceding month, 
The industrial-production index (1934-36=100) fell from 253.1 _in 
wReptember to 247.5 in October. 





tic and imported raw materials re. 
mained high but steady, about 30 per. 
cent above those in October 1956, 
Wholesale prices sagged, but —— 
prices continued upward. 

Orders for new machinery declined 
sharply in October, chiefly attributable 
to a cutback in domestic orders, sug- 
gesting that the investment boom wag 
at least temporarily halted. However, 
the backlog of unfilled orders in ma. 
chinery and shipbuilding was still large, 


Imports Decline, 
Exports Up 

Japan’s imports continued their sixth 
monthly decline by dropping to $266.1 
million in November, bringing the total 
for the first 11 months of 1957 to 
$3,966.7 million. Despite the decline, 
the latter figure is 36.9 percent above 
imports for the like period of 1956. 

Exports, which dropped sharply in 
October, largely because of a decrease 
in ship exports, recovered to $235.8 
million in November, according to pre- 

(Continued on page 26) 





Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on export 
and import regulations is quickly and 
directly available to businessmen in 
their own localities through the 33 
Field Offices of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 


businessmen. 
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Greensboro, N. C., 407 U. 8. Post Office 
Bldg. Phone: 3-8234. 

Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bldg. CApitol 2-7201. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
ELgin 4- 7111. 

Kansas City 6, Moe., Room 2011, 911 Wale | 
nut St. BAltimore 1-7000. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., Room 450, 1031 8S. 
Broadway. Richmond 9-4711. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
JAckson 6-3426. 

Miami 32, Fla., =36 U. S. Post Office Bldg. 
FRanklin 9-5431 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 

a FEderal 2-3244 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
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New York N. Y¥., Empire State Bldg. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. ABROAD 





Farm Prices: Still Depressed 





Denmark's Economic Outlook Improved 


The Danish economy was described as stable in the final quarter 
of 1957. Forces and trends during the preceding year had run their 
course and the balance of good and bad features was such that the 


economy was basically healthy. 


Wages and living costs remained essentially stable. Unemployment 
rose on the seasonal pattern, perhaps a little faster than previously, 
because of early inclement weather, but employment was reportedly 


higher than a year ago. 


Industry had a relatively good year beginning in the last quarter 
of 1956, and 1957 production month by month reached record levels 
until October 1957 when a declining tendency appeared. The mild re- 
cession was observed especially in the area of clothing, which in the 


first 9 months of 1957 was highly active. 


Iron, metals, and textile 


production also sagged. Apparently the reasons for this general situa- 
tion were that the “crisis program” measures of June 1957 had drawn 
just enough purchasing power away to slow domestic consumption in 
many areas, and the growth of industrial exports had reached its peak 


and seemed to be leveling off. 


For the first 10 months of 1957 the 
production index for manufacturing in- 
dustries averaged 127 (1949=100), 
which is 9 percent above the figure for 
the like period of 1956. In October 1957 
the figure was 132 and in November 
130. 

Danish agriculture continued to re- 
flect its high production capacity, with 
greater quantities in most categories 
and a larger volume of agricultural ex- 
ports although the value remained prac- 
tically unchanged because of lower 
prices. 


Foreign Exchange 
Position Improves 


In December 1957 the foreign-ex- 
change position improved by 203 million 
crowns (1 Danish crown=US$0.145). A 
net debt of 96 million crowns at the end 
of November changed to a positive bal- 
ance of 107 million crowns on Decem- 
ber 31, 1957. This was the first time 
since July 1954 that the National 
Bank’s foreign-exchange position had 
been positive. 

The commercial banks’ foreign-ex- 
change holdings were reduced in Decem- 
ber by 105 million crown (unofficial 
figure). Their holdings at the end of 
November 1957 of 350 million crowns 
thus dropped to 245 million crowns. 
The total position thus improved in De- 
cember 1957 by 98 million crowns, com- 
pared with a net debt of 152 million 
crowns at the end of 1956. 

Labor and management representa- 
tives in the quarter began negotiations 
for the renewal of labor market con- 
tracts. Changes in wages and in hours 
or other working conditions necessarily 
will have an important impact on the 
demostic economy and on the competi- 
tive ability of Danish producers in world 
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markets. Bargaining recorded ups and 
downs, and the major problems re- 
mained. The outlook for peaceful solu- 
tion appeared bright at the end of the 
year, despite serious problems in cer- 
tain areas. 

A gradual reduction in the basic 
workweek from 48 to 45 hours seemed 
certain, as did some measure of wage 
increases for the lowest paid. Labor had 
acceeded to management’s desire to 
have a 3-year contract term instead of 
2, ich would promote greater labor 
market stability and_lend itself as a 
positive asset to employers in planning 
their production and export endeavors. 


Position on Common 
Market in Abeyance 
Public discussion of Denmark's posi- 


tion in the several European economic 
integration plans continued with ever- 
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The Civil Service Act, signed 
into law on January 16, 1883, has 
stood for 75 years at the corner- 
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work for a personnel system under 
which today over 12 million em- 
ployes work for the American 
people. 











increasing volume. Interest in joining 


the European Common Market of the 


“six” diminished, for even within agri- 


cultural circles which have advocated 
that Denmark should join promptly 
there were certain elements which be- 
gan to waver in their stand. A com- 
bination of the Nordic Market with the 
Free Trade Area was the most favored 
standpoint; but many reservations were 
expressed, not the least of which con- 
cerned the status of agricultural prod- 
ucts. Denmark’s position remained a 
wait-and-see attitude, coupled with the 
conviction that Denmark cannot afford 
to stand entirely apart from whatever 
develops as the final solution. 


Agricultural Production 
Moves Upward 


The output of agricultural products 
during 1957 is estimated to have ex- 
ceeded the preceding year by 6-8 per- 
cent. The output of livestock products 
separately, in terms of volume, is esti- 
mated at 6 percent larger than in the 
preceding year. This increase was a re- 
sult of larger output of milk (5 per- 
cent), bacon and pork (6 percent), 
and beef and veal (9 percent), while 
the output of eggs was approximately 
the same as in 1956 

Crop production during 1957 is esti- 
mated at 140 million crop units, com- 


ePared with 137.9 million during 1956 


(1 crop unit equals the feed value of 
100 kilograms of barley). 

In spite of the larger volume of agri- 
cultural products, farm income declined 
notably as compared with 1956. This de- 
velopment .was primarily due to lower 
prices received by farmers and higher 
production costs. 


Fishing Activity 

On High Level 

' Estimates for the 1957 fish catch 
indicate that results for the last 3 
months will reflect a high level of fish- 
ing activity. According to the Ministry 
of Fisheries, the total 1957 catch was 
520 million kilograms, compared with 
456 million ki s in 1956. This 
catch was sold for 287 million crowns, 
an’ increase of only 8 percent over the 
1956 figure. 

The results in Faroe Islands’ fisheries 
were disappointing. The overall value 
of 1957 exports declined an estimated 
15 percent. 

Concern over the lower domestic per 
capita consumption of fish, which is 
thought to have continued through 1957, 
was evidenced by increasing propaganda 
to “eat fish and be healthy,” and this 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Optimism Prevails for 1958 





Cuban Business Markedly Better 


Business activity throughout Cuba increased substantially in De- 
cember; sales in most lines reflected a restoration of the buying public’s 


confidence. 


Commercial bank clearings, tourist activity, inbound cargo, and 
permits issued for new construction increased sharply. 

Optimism for Cuba’s economic future was generally evident, many 
persons voicing the expectation that prosperity in 1958 would exceed 


that of 1957. 


Merchandising in most lines improved appreciably during Decem~ 
ber and generally registered increases over the like month of the pre- 
ceding year. Some department stores reported a slight decline as com- 
pared with December 1956 but were pleased with the business recOvery 
in November and December. Sales of passenger automobiles and trucks, 
tires, farm machinery, white goods, and electrical appliances generally 
increased significantly. Sales of heavy construction equipment, on the 


other hand, fell off slightly. 


Commercial bank clearings for the month totaled $542 million, 30 
percent over the preceding month and 22 percent over December 1956. 
This: volume approached the record levels attained in April and May 
1957 and signified the end of the “dead season” between the sugar har- 


vests. 


Interest Rates Raised 


Apparently, in an attempt to curb in- 
flationary tendencies, the National Bank 
of Cuba on December 9, 1957, instructed 
member banks to raise interest rates 
from 5 to 6 percent on loans to the 
sugar industry and from 5 to 7 percent 
on loans for the financing of the import 
and sale of durable goods for consump- 
tion. 

In addition, rediscount rates were 
changed as follows: Ordinary redis- 
counts and advances, from 3% to 5% 
percent; rediscounts of sugar loans, 
from 2 to 4% percent; and rediscounts 
on loans secured by national public 
securities from 3 to 4 percent. The cir- 
cular also provided that at the end of 
30 days minimum reserve requirements 
would be raised from 25 to 30 percent 
on demand deposits; from 12% to 20 
percent on 30- to 90-day savings de- 
posits; and from 12% to 15 percent on 
time deposits in excess of 90 days. Be- 
ginning May 1, 1958, the reserve per- 
centages will be increased further to 40, 
35, and 30 percent, respectively, 


Reserve Position Deteyjorates 

As is normal during December, in- 
creased business activity for the holiday 
season caused an upsurge in imports 
while the level of exports did not change 
materially. 

These developments were reflected in 
the continued deterioration in Cuba’s 
international reserve position which dur- 
ing the month was lowered by approxi- 
mately $21.7 million. 


Sugar Prices Up 


The general average price of Cuban 
sugar for the 1957 crop was officially 


4 





declared to be equal to 5.200820 cents 
per English pound, f.o.b. Cuban port. 
This is about equal to that which Cuba 
received from its record 1951 crop. 
Since, prior to the price determination, 
all salaries and wages in the sugar in- 
dustry had been paid at the base price 
of 4.96 cents per English pound, it is 
estimated that the additional wages and 
salaries paid workers before the Christ- 
mas holidays were between $18 million 
and $20 million. é 

The Cuban Sugar Stabilization Insti- 
tute recommended that the 1958 Cuban 
sugar crop be limited to 5,500,000 
Spanish long tons. Barring extensive 
sabotage, the restriction of the sugar 
crop should leave unharvested from 
700,000 to 1,000,000 tons of sugar in 
the form of sugarcane. This surplus can 
be utilized to produce hi-tesSt molasses 
or sugar, if the world supply situation 
so warrants. 

Unofficial reports indicate that in 1957 
Cuba exported 5,290,000 Spanish long 
tons of sugar, raw value, of which 503,- 
000 tons were in refined form, Of the 
sugar, raw value, 2,807,000 tons were 
consigned to the United States and 2,- 
482,000 tons to other world markets. 


Corn Situation Acute 


The corn supply situation became in- 
creasingly acute during December, and 
prices of local corn reached a high of 
$5.25 per Spanish quintal (101.4 pounds) 
and showed indications of going even 
higher in January. (Price of local corn 
was quoted at $5.80 per Spanish quintal 
on January 9, 1958.) As the month 
ended, feed-mill operators were con- 
sidering the import of corn from the 
United States at full duty. 

A decree initiated in early December, 


Draft Debts of Latin 
America Rise Further 


Draft indebtedness of Latin American 
importers to U. S. exporters rose in 
December—by $3.7 million—for the 
third consecutive month, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York has re. 
ported. Collections outstanding totaled 
$165.6 million at the month-end, accord- 
ing to the Bank’s monthly survey of 14 
large commercial banks. 


Drafts outstanding against Venezuela 
rose by $1.4 million to $41 million, the 
highest total on record for that coun- 
try. The indebtedness of Peru increased 
by $1.2 million to $12.5 million, while 
smaller increases were noted for 14 
other Latin American countries. Draft 
indebtedness of Colombia, whose collec: 
tions outstanding fell by $0.8 million to 
$21 million, reached the lowest level 
Since July 1954. 


Draft payments by Latin American 
countries during December amounted to 
$47.4 million, $3.2 million more than in 
the preceding month. Colombian pay- 
ments rose by $1.3 million to $6,7 mil- 
lion, while payments by Brazil totaled 
$6.1 million, the largest dollar remit- 
tances in a month for that country 
since March 1955. Smaller increases 
were registered by Venezuela, Mexico, 
and 13 other countries. The largest de- 
cline was recorded by Chile, whose pay- 
ments fell by $1.1 milion to $12 
million. 

The dollar value of new drafts drawn 
on Latin American importers, as re 
ported by the 14 banks, rose by $45 
million to $51.1 million. The rise re 
flects prirfcipally increases in new drafts 
on Cuba ($1.2 milliom), Venezuela ($12 
million), Mexico ($1.1 million), and 
Brazil ($1.0 million). Declines in new 
drafts drawn were reported for 10 coun- 
tries. 

The total outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
reporting banks in favor of U. S. ex 
porters continued to decline, falling by 
$18.9 million to $203.8 million during 
December. Outstanding on Mexico fell 
by $6.3 million to $18.1 million, while 
those on Argentina declined by $41 
million to $30.2 million. Ten countries 
reported increases, the largest being 
recorded by Uruguay whose outstand- 
ings rose by $2.3 million to $5.3 million. 





authorizing the duty-free importation 
of approximately 216,000 bags (100 
U. S. pounds each) of shelled corn, had 
not been finally approved at the end 
of the month. According to reliable 
trade sources, a recent assessment of 
feed-mill corn requirements in relation 
to available local supplies revealed that 
a minimum of 500,000 bags of imported 
corn would be needed during the next 
6 months. It was apparent that, unless 
(Continued on page 6) 
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German - Associations 


An unofficial board of mediation for 
the settlement of cartel disputes on a 
yoluntary basis was established by a 
group of German industry and business 
associations at the same time that the 
Federal Government established the 
Federal Cartel Authority in Berlin. 


An agreement was reached under the 
leadership of the Federation of Gefman 
Industry for the settlement of disputes 
by private mediators, and this group is 
now seeking 50 well-known persons in 
economics and public administration to 
act as mediators. This agreement will 
be administered by a secretariat to be 
established at the head office of the 
Federation of German Industry at 
Cologne. 


Other organizations participating in 
the agreement are the Association of 
West German Wholesalers and Foreign 
Traders, the West German Retailers 
Association, the central handicraft or- 
ganization, and the central organization 
of wholesale and foreign trade coopera- 
tives. 


Board To Operate 
On Voluntary Basis 


The new board reportedly will oper- 
ate on a strictly voluntary basis. A 
mediator can be appointed only with 
the agreement of all parties concerned. 
The acceptance of the mediator’s judg- 
ment will be voluntary, and the media- 
tion procedure does not preclude the 
possibility of an appeal to the Federal 
Cartel Authority by either party at any 
time. 

The purpose of the unofficial board is 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Venezuelan Business Good Despite 
Form Mediation Board Slight Decline in Some ating 


Venezuelan economic conditions in December were generally good. 
The level of industrial activity and. private construction remained 
high. Government construction activities declined during the latter 
part of the month, which has been a normal condition for the past 
several years. Nevertheless, Government construction on long-term 


projects was unabated. 


Reflecting the normal increase in public purchasing power, the 
high volume of profit-sharing payments to employees under the pro- 
visions of the Labor Law, and the usual year-end special remuneration 
to Government personnel which amounted to a record 40,027,063 


bolivares (1 bolivar—US$.30), 


the volume of retail trade over the 


Christmas shopping period undoubtedly established a new high. 


Commerical loan money became tighter during the month as a 
result of the high demand of business for funds to make profit-sharing 
payments to employees, and large merchandise imports for the holiday 
trade. Collections of a commercial nature were generally fair to slow, 
but a pickup in the collection rate was expected for January, when 
merchants usually pay outstanding commitments. 


Government payments continued at 
a satisfactory rate, but several agencies 
remained behind schedule in the pay- 
ment of obligations. Trading volume 
on the Caracas securities exchange was 
substantially lower than in November, 
reflecting the apathy of a pre-presi- 
dential election period. Nevertheless, the 
volume of trading on the exchange in 
1957 will set a new record, and exceed 
1956 by about 50 percent. Stock prices 
showed little change either way. De- 
mand for Government-guaranteed securi- 
ties was evident, prices were firm, and 
most issues sold at principal amount 
or better. 


Crude Petroleum 
Output High 


Crude petroleum production rate con- 
tinued at just over 2.5 million barrels 
daily, to.round out the 1957 daily aver- 
age of about 2,775,000 barrels a day. 
This will give Venezuela its first billion- 
barrel year. Stocks of crude and of 
most refined products remained extreme- 
ly high. 

The Government issued a statement 
to the press on extension to the west 
coast of U. S. voluntary. crude-oil import 
restrictions. It disclosed that appropriate 
ministries were studying the situation, 
and that new restrictions would affect 
Venezuela in a greater or lesser degree 
—also other countries friendly to the 
United States—when solidarity and co- 
operation among free-world nations were 
most necessary. The statement further 
indicated that the measures are con- 
sidered harmful to good commerical re- 
lations between Venezuela and_ the 
United States, and if such measures 
should become established in U. S. 
foreign policy, Venezuela would be 
obliged to revise its own foreign eco- 
nomic policy, 

It is believed that iron-ore production 





of two companies -reached 14.4 million 
metric tons in 1957, slightly less than 
their combined production goals, 


National Industry 
Protection Studied 


The Government was studying at the 
year-end petitions submitted by various 
economic sectors for additional protec- 
tion against competing imports. The ap- 
plicants included plastic products, tex- 
tile, tanning, and jewelry industries; 
the Association of Graphic Arts In- 
dustries; fabricators of hide and skin 
producss; milk producers and milk pro- 
cessors; and sisal growers, 

Meanwhile, as a result of a study 
by the Ministry of Development of the 
country’s ability to manufacture orange 
concentrate for the soft-drink industry, 
the Ministry announced that the im- 
port of orange concentrate will be 
prohibited effective November 1958. At 
the same time, continued Government 
policy of exonerating import duties on~ 
products not produced locally is shown 
in the extension through 1958 of the 
duty-free entry privilege for paper for 
printing newspapers, magazines, and 
books of a cultural nature, under license. 


Govermment Shipping 
Line Reports Profit 


The Government-owned shipping line, 
Compania Anonima Venezolana de 
Navagacion (CAVN) announced a pre- 
liminary profit of 10 million bolivares 
for the fiscal year ended November 
1957. A definitive figure will be an- 
nounced in February. These earnings 
compare with definitive earnings of ap- 
proximately 1.8 million bolivares in the 
preceding fiscal year. The increase is 
largely due to transportation of goods 
from the United States to Venezuela. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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South African Future Optimistic 


The capital outlook in the Union of South Africa is good, Dr. H. J. 
van Eck, Chairman of the Government’s Industrial Development Corpo- 
ration (IDC) stated in the annual report to IDC shareholders. 

He saw no reason why South Africa shou'd assume that capital 
must always come from abroad since the Union has reached the point 


where development is financed to 968 
percent from its own resources or from 
domestic savings. Capital formation in 
the Union, he stated, stands at 30 per- 
cent of national income, which com- 
pares favorably with 17 percent in the 
United States and France, and 15 per- 
cent in Great Britain. 


Investment Slows Down 

Medium- and long-term loans raised 
in 1957 amounted to $16.8 million less 
than in 1956. Since a Government loan 
was repaid with funds obtained through 
a stock issue it appears that, on bal- 
ance, loans raised in 1957 were about 
at the same level as those raised in 
1956. This development undoubtedly is 
a reflection of the leveling off in actual 
investment in the Union in 1957. 

Dr. van Eck implied that this slow- 
down simply represents a readjustment 
which has enabled strides to be made 
in transport and power development, 
and permitted the Union to catch up 
with some of the backlog which had 
built up during the feverish activity of 
the early postwar years. 


Secondary Industry Important 

In an address before the Transvaal 
Chamber of Industries, Dr. van Eck 
emphasized the tremendous role played 
by secondary industry in the develop- 
ment of South Africa. He especially 
pointed to the concentration of second- 
ary industry in the Southern Transvaal 
where, he stated, 36.3 percent of the 
country’s industrial establishment, rep- 
resenting 51.7 percent of all fixed capi- 
tal of over $1,680 million invested in 
South African industry, is located. 
Industries in the Southern Transvaal 
employ 49.1 percent of the European 
and 43.3 percent of the Africa labor 
force and pay 49.4 percent of the 
Union’s total secondary industry wage 
bill. 

Dr. van Eck is optimistic regarding 
the future. He criticized industrialists 
for ploughing back too much of, their 
profit into their companies, thereby 
depriving investors of dividends and dis- 
couraging additional investment, Given 
a more enlightened policy in this 
respect and an “encouraging climate in 
which to operate” (presumably Dr. van 
Eck referred to tariff protection), he 
claimed that secondary industry can 
exceed materially the estimates which 
have been made of potential industrial 
development in the Union over the next 
two decades. In this development he 
feels an effort must be made, through 
protection, to broaden the base of 
industry instead of concentrating on the 
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selective fields in which South Africa 
has great natural advantages.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Johannesburg. 


Cuban Business .. . 


(Continued from page 4) 
the Cuban Government acted soon to 
authorize duty-free importation of corn, 
feed-mill operators would have to im- 
port completely mixed feeds from the 
United States. 


Loans Granted to Firms 

The Economic and Social Develop- 
ment Bank (BANDES) granted a credit 
of $7.4 million to a French firm for the 
construction of a sulfuric-acid plant at 
the port of Santa Lucia in Pinar del 
Rio Province. Production capacity is 
estimated at 300 tons of sulfuric acid 
daily with by-products consisting of 
copper, lead, gold, and silver derived 
from basic raw material of iron pyrites. 

BANDES also granted a loan to the 
Cuban National Fisheries Institute to 
finance the new Havana Fishing Ter- 
minal to cost $3.5 million. 





Tourist Traffic Increases 


The winter tourist season got under 
way with the opening of two new luxury 
hotels, both of which were booked to 
capacity during the month. 


The number of group tours scheduled 
to visit Cuba was at an alltime high, 
and the volume of normal tourist traf- 
fic also increased. By the end of the 
month, it was evident that the setbacks 
suffered earlier in the year were only 
temporary, and Cuba was attracting 
a greater number of visitors than in 
previous years. 

The value of building permits for the 
Province of Havana totaled $3.5 million 
as compared with $3.4 million for the 
preceding month and $3 million for the 
corresponding period of 1956. The de- 
mand for cement continued to be sup- 
plied wholly by domestic production and 
no imports were received during the 
month. 


Trade Agreements Extended 


Cuba’s trade agreement with 
United Kingdom was extended for 
year, ending on December 31, 1958, 
that with Austria was extended for 
years, ending on December 31, 1959. 

A new trade agreement was signed 
with Sweden in Havana on December 
12, 1957, for a 3-year period ending De- 
cember 27, 1960. Both countries granted 
each other most-favored-nation privi- 
leges except for special tariff arrange- 


Business in South 
Africa Satisfactory 


South African business activity wag 
reasonably satisfactory in 1957, gov. 
erned by well-sustained though not rap. 
idly advancing demand for most goods 
and services, aceording to the presi- 
dent of the Johannesburg Chamber of 
Commerce. 

In analyzing business developments, 
he broke down the demand for goods 
and services into three categories: 

® Current outlays by Government or- 
ganizations which were running at 
record levels. 

@ Capital outlays by private and 
public bodies which show increases in 
Government capital expenditures and 
private construction, but a decrease in 
imports of a number of categories of 
capital goods. 

® Private consumption expenditures 
which were characterized by reasonably 
stable or slight upward trends. 


Net Investment Holds Up 


Despite the fact that capital inflow 
into the Union in recent years seemed 
to have disappeared and even became 
a net outflow, net investment did not 
fall off, the president stated. Appar- 
ently more capital funds were being 
drawn from domestic sources. 

He commented on the strength of the 
Union’s economy and referred to state- 
ments by the U. S. Trade Mission and 
other oversea observers on the sound- 
ness of national financial policies and 
the stability of commerce, industry, and 
mining. In general he saw no reason 
why the quietly advancing business con- 


(Continued on page 19) 





ments which Cuba grants the United 
States and Sweden grants the other 
Scandinavian countries. Special provi- 
sions require Sweden to purchase from 
Cuba a minimum of 75,000 metric tons 
of sugar and 300,000 pesos worth of 
cigars and leaf tobacco during the life 
of the treaty. 

Increases in payments made to Cuban 
workers during December resulted in a 
significant rise in their purchasing 
power. In addition to the sugar differ- 
ential payments referred to, there were 
the usual Christmas bonuses, some of 
which were greater than those paid in 
1956. 

Of basic significance to Cuba’s econ- 


omy was the unsuccessful effort by © 


revolutionary elements opposed to the 
Government to destroy canefields by 
burning. This effort was repulsed by 
organized labor cooperating with the 
Government and the military, and it was 
vigorously condemned by the secretary 
general of the Sugar Workers Federa- 
tion who branded those elements in- 


volved as “enemies of the country.”"— 


U. S. Embassy, Havana. 
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Venezuelan Business .. . 


(Continued from page 5) 

The Ministry of Public Works invited 
pids from nine consortiums or com- 
panies for the construction of the vehic- 
ular tunnel through Mount Avila at 
Caracas to the coast. The bids were 
to be opened in the latter part of 
January. Four American or American- 





owned companies were among those 
invited to bid, and German and Italian 
companies also were represented. 


The press announced that a new 
television station known as Ondas del 
Lago would initiate transmission in 
Maracaibo in January. 


The estimate for the export coffee 
crop remained at 40,000 metric tons 
(500,000 bags) in December, according 
to information from growers. Corn 
prices were still firm in spite of the 
slightly above-normal crop. 


U.$. Crude-Oil Policy 
Benefits Agriculturists 


Reflecting the Venezuelan desire for 
self-sufficiency in agriculture and other 
economic segments, the extension of the 
U. S. voluntary restrictions on crude- 
oil imports to the Pacific coast area 
has strengthened the hand of the Vene- 
zuelan agriculturist in his desire to re- 
strict imports of agricultural products 
into Venezuela. The Venezuelan Milk 
Council has continued to press for re- 
duced imports of powdered whole milk, 
and is receiving support from many 
influential businessmen. 

Even though the upland rice crop 
was normal, damage to the irrigated 
crop from hoja blanca disease points 
to imports of rice for consumption of 
about 10,000 metric tons, milled basis 
by the end of 1958. Normal recourse 
for rice growers to compensate for the 
small 1957 harvest would be acreage 
expansion, but until varieties of rice 
resistant to hoja blanca can be de- 
veloped, this would be useless. 


The previous estimate of about 180,000 








metric tons of refined sugar = still 
seemed reasonable. 

The Ministry of Agriculture continued 
withrits cattle import program for cross- 
ing and upgrading existing herds. The 
latest lot to arrive was several hundred 
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head of Brangus cattle from the United 
States. In relation to the total number 
of cattle in the country, Venezuela re- 
mains one of the important cattle im- 


porting countries in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, 


Government Revenue 
Exceeds Disbursements 


Government fevenues in the first 4 
months (July-October 1957) of fiscal 
1957-58 totaled 1,820,495,165 bolivares, 
compared with disbursements of 1,752,- 
370,632 bolivares. However, a substantial 
deficit from fiscal operations was in- 
dicated for November, Treasury reserve 
funds amounted to 2,417,487,487 boli- 


“ vares on October 31. 


Two supplementary appropriations 
were made to the Government budget 
in December: 4,227,063 bolivares to the 
Ministry of Finance for increasing the 
appropriation for special remuneration 
at year end to Government personnel 
and distribution to the poor; and 32,- 
621,416 bolivares additional for construc- 
tion of the new hippodrome, As a result, 
total appropriations to the Government 
budget for fiscal 1957-58 reached 3,790,- 
486,883 bolivares by the end of Decem- 
ber.—U. S. Embassy, Caracas. - 





Austrian Interest Rates, 
Credit Terms Set Forth 


Interest rates on bank loans in 
Austria ranged from 7% percent a 
year to 12% percent (including fees 
of 1 to 2% percent) in the latter part 
of 1957, A change in the Central Bank’s 
rediscount rate (now 5 percent) would 
probably be reflected in the minimum 
charge for interest and fees so that the 
margin of 24 percent could be main- 
tained. 


Export credits granted from public 
funds or guaranteed by the Government 
carry interest at the above-mentioned 
minimum rate—7‘g percent including 
fees, ? 

Factors determining the interest rate 
charged on a loan include the eredit 
worthiness of the borrower, the relation- 
ships between the bank and the bor- 
rower, the collateral or other security 
offered, and the purpose of the loan, 


Same Terms Apply to 
Foreign, Domestic Firms 


Branch offices and subsidiaries of 
foreign firms operating in Austria ap- 
pear to receive the same treatment as 
domestic firms with regard to credit 
rates and terms. It is possible that a 
guaranty from the main office of the 
foreign firm abroad might be of value 
in obtaining a lower interest rate for 
the branch or subsidiary. 


Austrian banks do not ordinarily pro- 
vide long-term business loans. Loans 
are normally granted for 3-6 months 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


German Deficit in 


EPU $34.6 Million 


The Federal Republic of Germany had 
a deficit in the European Payments 
Union of $34.6 million in December, fol- 
lowing a deficit of $25.8 million in No- 
vember which was the first German 
EPU deficit since 1952. The deficit 
would have been larger in December 
except that interest payments due the 
Federal Republic for the second half of 
1957 were credited in that month. 


Seventy-five percent of the deficit is 
being settled in gold or dollars, and the 
remainder is being deducted from the 
accumulated German credit account 
with the EPU. As a result of the De- 
cember deficit, Germany’s accumulated 
EPU credit position declined to $996.7 
million at the end of 1957. However, 
Germany’s accumulated EPU credit po- 
sition for the entire year is reported 
to have increased by 40 percent. 


The deficits in November and De- 
cember are attributed to the decline in 
foreign speculation in German marks 
and to the extension of loans by Ger- 
man commercial banks to foreign coun- 
tries. 


The last week of 1957 were character- 
ized by overall losses of foreign ex- 
change by the German Federal Bank, 
and when all the data aré assembled 
the whole fourth quarter is expected 
to show an exchange outflow. This sit- 
uation, which is in contrast to develop- 
ments of the first three quarters of the 
year, is thought to be due to the .out- 
flow of speculative foreign money, de- 
terioration in the terms of payment 
(virtually no advance payments are now 
being made for subsequent German ex- 
ports), and replenishment and even in- 
crease in the foreign balances of the 
other German credit institutions. 


However, the Central Bank expects 
the Federal Republic’s overall exchange 
movement to show a surplus in Decem- 
ber because of the stronger position of 
the commercial banks, but the surplus 
will be much smaller than in the sum- 


mer and early fall—U. S, Embassy, 
Bonn. f 





and are often renewed, but seldom for 
more than 1 year, and a loan period 
of up to 5 years is exceptional. Interest 
rates on such loans are basically the 
same as for shorter term loans, with 
a tendency toward the lower range. 

Long-term loans, other than business 
loans, secured by mortgages on real 
estate are available from the mortgage 
banks and savings banks, currently at 
interest rates of 7%2-8%2 percent. Nor- 
mally, no additional charges are made, 
but some institutions reserve the right 
to collect an. “administrative” fee of 
one-half of 1 percent to 1 percent a 
year to protect themselves against in- 
creased cost.—U. S. Embassy, Vienna. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





United Kingdom Plans Sweeping 
Reform of Import Tariff Laws 


Repeal of all existing United Kingdom import tariff legislation 
and replacement with a single comprehensive measure is now before 
Parliament. The British Government recently introduced the Import 
Duties Bill in the House of Commons to accomplish this change in the 


structure of Britain’s tariff. 


The debate on the second reading 
of the bill took place early in De- 
cember, and, according to Government 
spokesmen, enactment is expected by 
the end of February. Subject to the 
epproval of Parliament the new tariff 
legislation will be brought into force 
January i, 1959. 


Under the proposed legislation the 
British Treasury would be able to intro- 
duce a new tariff based on the inter- 
nationally agreed form known as the 
Brussel’ Nomenclature. An important 
provision in the bill, to establish an 
Import Duties Board to advise on tariff 
rate changes, was abandoned in the de- 
bate on the second reading. 


Revenue Customs Duties Not 
Affected by New Legislation 


The bill repeals all the existing leg- 
islation relating to the protective tariff, 
comprised of the Import Duties Act 
of 1932, under which the general pro- 
tective tariff is at present imposed, 
and 5 other main Acts, along with some 
70 Finance Act sections which amended 
the principal Acts, 


Thus all the protective duties at 
present charged on goods imported into 
the United Kingdom would be replaced 
by duties charged under the provisions 
of the new bill. On the other hand, 
those customs duties which have been 
imposed primarily for revenue purposes 
can be administered within the frame- 
work of a Brussels Nomenclature Tariff, 
and the legislation which imposed these 
duties will not be materially affected 
by the new legislation. 


Proposed Bill To Replace 
Enactments Since 1876 


The adoption of the nomenclature will 








St. Pierre, Miquelon Duty 
Down on Paper Containers 


St. Pierre and Miquelon has lowered 
the import duty on boxes, bags, and 
other paper or paperboard packing con- 
tainers from 5 percent ad valorem to 2 
percent. 

This action, taken by the St. Pierre 
and Miquelon General Council on April 
26, 1957, was made effective by order 
of the Governor of the Islands on De- 
cember 17, 1957.—Journal Officiel Des 
Iles Saint-Pierre et Miquelon. 





provide the opportunity for simplifying 
the existing, complex tariff structure. 
Those duties which it is proposed to 
replace, for instance, have been im- 
posed by a number of enactments passed 
from 1876 on and, with many types 
of goods, there are overlapping or inter- 
acting charging provisions which com- 
plicate the determination of duty. 


Although the bill is concerned only 
with tariff structure and machinery, 
and not with changes in present rates 
of duty, the reclassification of the tariff 
in the form of the Brussels Nomencla- 
ture may involve some minor marginal 
Changes in the rates of duty on in- 
dividual items, It does not in any 
way affect Britain’s commitments with 
respect to rates of duty on the goods 
of other countries nor conflict with 
Britain’s international commitments un- 
der the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade or elsewhere. 





Laos Suspends Granting 
Of Some Mining Permits 


The Government of Laos has pro- 
visionally suspended the granting of 
exploration permits for certain minerals 
and reserved for itself all uncommitted 
mineral exploration rights in two large 
areas of the country. 


As decreed on December 25, 1957, the 
acquisition of exclusive exploration 
rights is suspended throughout the 
Kingdom for all magnetic substances, 
and, subject to prior rights already ac- 
quired, exploration rights throughout 
the country for gold or gold-bearing 
ores and lead or gold-bearing lead ores 
are reserved for the Government. 


According to the Lao Director of 
Planning, this action was taken in con- 
junction with the arrival of a team of 
Frepch mineral experts to undertake 
exploration work in the two areas of 
the country now provisionally reserved 
to the Government. The team’s initial 
survey will be an exploration of coal 
deposits in the vicinity of Vientiane, 
the capital city. The activities of the 
team are being financed under the 
French aid program to Laos. 


The Director also indicated that his 


Ministry intended soon to begin codify- 


ing Lao mining laws and regulations. 
Present regulations are based chiefly on 
outdated laws and are not sufficiently 
clear. 





Auto Entry Into 
Germany Eased 


An informal chéck of license 
numbers is now the only control 
exercised by the German customs 
authorities over tourist automo- 
biles entering the Federal Repub- 
lic. As of January 1, 1958, the Ger- 
man authorities eliminated the 
previously existing requirement 
that tourist automobiles be cov- 
ered by carnets or tryptiques when 
crossing the German border. 

Germany is thereby the second 
European country to simplify 
tourist car travel to this degree, 
Austria having been the first (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 30, 
1957, p. 7). 











Sweden-U.S.S.R. Conclude . 
New 1958 Trade Protocol 


Sweden and the U.S.S.R. have con. 
cluded a new trade protocol governing 
the exchange of commodities during 
1958. 


The Swedish Foreign Office an. 
nounced that the new protocol provides 
for Swedish import quotas of U.S.SR. 
goods to a value of about 160 million 
crowns (1 crown=US$0.193) and export 
quotas of about 155 million crowns. The 
items covered by the import and ex- 
port quotas are much the same as in 
earlier protocols. 


Swedish imports from the U.SSR, 
will include 900,000 metric tons of 
petroleum products, 150,000 of coal and 
coke, 50,000 of chrome ore, 20,000 of 
manganese ore, and 5,000 of ferro 
alloys. Import items for which no 
quotas were published are asbestos, 
apatite concentrates, zinc, aluminum, 
canned crab meat, and canned fish. Two 
new Swedish import items mentioned 
in the 1958 agreement are toluol (2,000 
tons) and potassium salt (20,000 tons). 


The Swedish list of exports is made 
up of 1,000 metric tons of salt herring, 
10,000 of viscose pulp, 6,000 of staple 
fiber, 10,000 of commercial iron, -20,00 
pieces of raw hides, and a wide variety 
of industrial equipment valued at 7 
million crowns (in 1957 the valde of 
this group was 55 million crowns). New 
Swedish export goods included on the 
1958 list are chemicals and transfhis 
sion and conveyor belting. One salvage 
vessel contracted for under an earlier 
protocol also is to be delivered this year. 


Actual Swedfsh imports from the 
U.S.S.R. during January-September 
1957 totaled 149 million crowns 
exports totaled 155 million crowns— 
U. S. Embassy, Stockholm. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Tangier Orders Use 
Of Moroctcan Franc 


The Moroccan franc became the only 
Jegal currency in Tangier for all trans- 
actions with the Government and public 
corporations, including the payment of 
taxes and customs duties, on January 
1, 1958. 


, The new regulation, announced by 
the Governor of Tangier on December 


30, 1957, does not restrict the free 
circulation of other currencies for pri- 
yate transactions. In practice, it is 


pound to diminish the importance of. 


these other currencies, because it will 
be more convenient for business organi- 
zations to keep their accounts in Morroc- 
can francs. 


Tangier is a free money market and 
until recently many currencies circu- 
lated freely, though the Spanish peseta 
was the preferred medium of exchange 
of most of the population. 


The official rate of exchange for the 
Moroccan franc is 350 francs to US$1 
though the decree of August 12, 1957, 
establishing a 20-percent levy on most 
imports and a 20-percent premium jon 
exports (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Jan. 13, p. 9) raised the effective rate 
to 420 francs to a dollar. The Tangier 
free money market rate of exchange on 
December 28, 1957, was 474 francs to 
a dollar—U. S. Embassy, Rabat; U. S. 
Consulate General, Tangier. 


Danes Extend Flour 
Mixing Reguirements 
Denmark’s Government Grain Office 
has notified millers, importers, and 
agents in the grain and feed trade that 
the law of July 12, 1957, concerning 
compulsory mixing of flour with Danish 
wheat and rye has been extended with- 
out change until August 31, 1958. The 
Ministry of Agriculture’s regulation 
issued July 13, 1957, is still valid, there- 
fore, with regard to the minimum per- 
centages of Danish wheat and rye to 
be contained in all wheat and rye flour 
milled for human consumption, 
Effective January 1, 1958, the Grain 
Office has abolisaed the regulation of 
June 22, 1957, which provided that con- 
tracts for the purchase of foreign wheat 
and rye could not be concluded until an 
import license was issued. Under the 
new arrangement, importers can con- 


tude contracts prior to securing import 
licenses, 





Under these regulations the minimum 
admixture of Danish wheat in wheat 
flour is 70 percent and Danish rye in 
tye flour is 90 percent.—U. S. Embassy, 
Copenhagen, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Brazil Issues New Consular Rules 


The Brazilian Government issued on December 30, 1957, new 
regulations governing the consular legalization of shipping documents. 
As provided in the new tariff law, No. 3,244 of August 14, 1957, 
the consular invoice has been abolished. The legalization, called ‘‘Visto” 
—visa, is affixed to the reverse side of the commercial invoice itself 


and requires no 
forms. 

The commercial invoice, which must 
be legalized before the arrival of the 
merchandise at the port of destination, 
must indicate: Name and nationality 
of the ship or plane; port of embarka- 
tion and port of destination; shipping 
mark used on packages; package num- 
bers (in sequence, if possible); reference 
number, if there is one, to distinguish 


one consignment from another; number 
of packages; nature of packages (cases, 
barrels, crates, etc.); description of mer- 
chandise, in Portuguese or accompanied 
by a translation, by regular commercial 
names using definite and specific terms 
and following as closely as possible the 
terminology of the Brazilian customs 
schedule; gross and net weight of each 
package and the totals; country of 
origin of the merchandise; and freight 
and sundry charges. Each invoice may 
have only one consignee and may not be 
made “to order.” 


The commercial invoice, in 5 copies 
dated and signed by the exporter, must 
be accompanied by a bill of lading (5 
copies), a certificate of origin (5 copies), 
and the Bank of Brazil certificate of 
foreign exchange cover or import li- 
cense, whichever is required for that 
particular commodity. The consulates 
will accept the invoice of the manu- 
facturer, the certification of the cus- 


special additional 





Chile Raises Gold 
Surcharge Rate 


Chile’s surcharge rate on import ~ 
“duties, expressed in gold pesos but 
paid in paper pesos, has been 
changed from 12,750 percent to 
13,900 percent. 

The new surcharge, made ef- 
fective December 28, 1957, is de- 
signed to give the Chilean gold 
peso the same relation to the dollar 
as the paper peso. 

Importers formerly paying the 
surcharge on the basis of 128.5 
paper pesos for each gold peso of 
customs duty now must pay 140 
paper pesos for each gold peso of 
duty, charged. 

For the purpose of ad valorem 
duties, foreign values now are con- 
verted at the rate of 682 pesos to 
the dollar, instead of 624 to the 
dollar.—U. S. Embassy, Santiago. 














toms authorities of the country of 
origin, or any other adequate evidence 
as satisfactory proof of origin. 

The only changes to the »;.revious 
consular legalization fees are legaliza- 
tion of invoices, first $1,000 of declared 
value—$12, each additional $500 or 
fraction thereof of value—$2 and legal- 
ization of corrected commercial invoice, 
if value unchanged—same fee as orig- 
inally charged, if value increased—$2 
for each additional $500 of value.— 
Diario Oficial. 





Germany Reduces 
Certain Tariffs 


Additional tariff reductions for a 
short list of industrial items have been 
placed in effect by a German ordinance 
of December 30, 1957. This ordinance 
also extends indefinitely those temporary 
tariff reductions put into effect in the 
industrial sector since December 1, 1956 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 13, 
p. 10). 

The new reductions are made from 
the rates established in the 1958 tariff 
schedule which went into effect on 
January 1, 1958. The commodities in- 
volved, their tariff rates according to 


the 1958 tariff schedule, and the new 
reduced rates in percent ad valorem 
are shown below. 

Carbon disulphide (12-8), salts of naphthenic 
acid (12-free), colored unhardened waste of 
casein unfit for human consumption (21-free), 
threads of asbestos with binding agents for 
insulating purposes (21-free), crushed stone 
(15-6), grinding and polishing sets for con- 
tinuously worki lass grinding and pol- 
ishing chines (5-free), electronic calcula- 
tors an arts therefor (12-free), oil con- 

ves (10-free), and ozone genera- 


iroting v 
tors (10-free). 

Most of the reductions effected by this 
ordinance represent reductions from the 
rates in effect in the 1951 tariff schedule. 
Because of the new nomenclature 
adopted in the 1958 tariff schedule, 
which required that changes be made 
in the rates applying to certain com- 
modities, some of the reductions are 
made from rates higher than those 
previously in effect. These commodities, 
with rates according to the 1951 and 
1958 schedules, and the new reductions 
are carbon disulphide (free-12-8), salts 
of naphthenic acid (free-12-free), col- 
ored unhardened waste of caséin unfit 
for human consumption (16-21-free), 
and ‘oil controlling valves (8-10-free).— 
U. S. Embassy, Bonn, 
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Nicaragua Lifts, Adds Import Curbs 


Propane and butane gas were ex- 
empted from the 30-day wait for Nic- 
araguan import licenses required for 
List 3 items (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Dec. 9, p. 9) and the time lag for 
license issuance was reduced to 15 days 
for the following List 3 items: 

681-04-00. Joists, girders, angles, shapes, 
sections, concrete reinforcing bars, and tube 
rounds and squares. 

681-05-00. Universals, plates and sheets, 
corrugated, ribbed, stamped, perforated, etc., 
not coated. 

681-07-02. Galvanized plates and sheets. 

681-12-00. Wire rods and wire, coated or 
not. 

681-13-00. Tubes, pipes. and fittings there- 
for, of iron or steel (except cast iron), coated 
or not, including gutters and downspouts of 
galvanized sheet. 

681-14-00. ‘Tubes, pipes, and fittings there- 
for of cast iron. , 

6884-02-03. Sheets and plates of aluminum 
or aluminum alloys, plain, perforated, corru- 
gated, or in any other form. 

699-07-01-2. Nails and rivets. ‘ 

699-07-01-3. Nails and rivets, galvanized. 

The above changes became effective 


November 11, 1957. 


Parts for industrial machinery were 
exempted from prior deposit, as a req- 
uisite to obtaining import permits, effec- 
tive November 12. 

Effective November 30, the exemption 
from prior deposit accorded bands and 
clasps for baling cotton (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Nov. 11, 1957, p. 7) was 
extended to bands and clasps for baling 
export products in general and to baling 
clinchers; tires and tubes for trailers 
were declared equivalent to those for 
tractors and entitled to the same List 1 
treatment (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Nov. 11, 1957, p. 7); and the following 
products were added to List A, for 
which a prior deposit of 75 percent of 
c.if. value is required (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Feb. 18, 1957, p. 9): 

541-09-08-1. Sterilized surgical sutures. 

541-09-08-2. Opacifiers for radioscopical and 
radiographical examinations. 

§41-09-08-3. Medicinal or sterilized wadding, 
bandages, and gauze. 

541-09-08-4. Other medical products, medli- 
cinal and pharmaceutical products, not spe- 
cified. 

716-15-02. Machine shafts: gear transmis- 
sions and gear boxes: flywheels; clutches; 
power transmission pulleys; bearing blocks; 
shims, disks, and other transmission gear 
accessories for machines; except those for 
automotive vehicles. 

721-01-01. Generators or dynamos, with or 
without their own motors, except those for 
internal combustion motors. 

721-01-02. Electric motors. 

721-01-03. Alternators, rectifiers, convert- 


New Danish Law Retains 
Import, Exchange Controls 


A bill entitled “Law Concerning Ex- 
change Conditions, etc.” was submitted 
to the Danish Folketing on October 29, 
to replace the old “Law Concerning Ec- 
onomic Measures, Supply of Goods, etc.” 
which expired on December 31, 1957. 

Under the proposed law Denmark will 
maintain control over imports and for- 
eign exchange. 

The validity of the law is reduced 
from 2 to 1 year so that it will expire 
on December 31, 1958. 
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ers, and other similar apparatus for modify- 
ing electric current (including battery charg- 
ing apparatus), except special apparatus for 
radio, telegraph, and telephone, and electric 
transformers. 

721-01-04. Electric transformers, except spe- 
cial transformers for radio, telegraph, and 
telephone, 

721-01-05. Switchgear, control, and distri- 
bution boards, including electric motor start- 
ing and controlling rheostats. 

(21-04-01. Radio and television transmitters. 

721-04-02. Tubes for radio and television 
transmitters. 

721-04-03. Microphones and amplifiers. 

7721-04-04. Condensors, filters, and other 
accessories and parts, not specified, for radio 
and television transmitters. 

891-02-02. Records and tapes with recorded 
stories for radio stations. 

891-02-01. Blank records and tapes for radio 
stations. 

Also added to List A, irrespective of 
tariff numbers, were products for dental 
surgery and mechanics, optical mate- 
rials, and parts for fixed power gen- 
erating machinery. 

The foregoing actions were taken by 
Presidential Decrees Nos. 16, 17, and 
21, published November 11, 12, and 30, 


1957.—La Gaceta. 


First Trade Agreement 
Signed by Sweden, Cuba 


The first trade agreement concluded 
in the postwar period between Sweden 
and Cuba was signed December 20, 1957. 
It entered into effect December 23, 
1957, and is to be in force 3 years. 

Under the terms of the agreement 
Sweden and Cuba grant each other 
most-favored-nation treatment with re- 
spect to customs traiffs, consular fees, 
and similar imposts on exports and im- 
ports. Preferential treatment which 
Sweden may extend to other Nordic 
countries and which Cvifba extends to 
the United States are exceptions from 
the most-favored-nation rule. Sweden 
also undertakes to facilitate the impor- 
tation of Cuban products, primarily raw 
sugar and tobacco products. 

In the case of Swedish export prod- 
ucts, the agreement implies that Cuba 
will give Sweden the same tariff treat- 
ment as previously accorded products 
from other most-favored-nation coun- 


(Continued on page 19) 





Brazil Delays Need 


For New Invoices 


Brazilian authorities have ex- 
tended until February 28, 1958, 
the period of grace during which 
the commercial invoices formerly 
in use by exporters will be ac- 
cepted. 

The regulation requiring a new 
commercial invoice to replace the 
consular invoice was originally to 
have been effective as of January 
1, 1958.—U. S. Embassy, Rio de 
Janeiro, 











————_ 


Mexico Changes Basis 
For Vehicle Duties 


All used passenger automobiles ang 
used trucks of up to 3-ton capacity 
imported into Mexico are now per. 
mitted the following percent discounts 
on their total import duties: 


10 for vehicles of model year before current 
vear. 

20 for vehicles of second model year beforg 
current year. 

30 for vehicles of third model year before cur. 

rent year. 

40 for vehicles of fourth model year before 
current vear. 

50 for vehicles of fifth model year before cur. 
rent year. 

60 for vehicles of sixth model year before cur. 
rent yvear. 

75 for vehicles of seventh or more model yearg 
before current year. 


For European cars the year of manu- 
facture is used for purposes of determin. 
ing the percent discount rather than the 
model year, ‘ 

There are no discounts on duties on 
extra equipment. 

Formerly passenger cars were per- 
mitted discounts on their customs reg- 
ulations, ranging from 10 percent on 
1951 models to 70 percent on 1945 and 
earlier models. 

The change in discounts became ef- 
fective December 20, 1957.—Diaro Of- 
cial, December 19, 1957, 


Portugal Reforms Credit 
And Banking Structures 


The credit system and banking struc- 
ture of Portugal was reorganized by 
decree-law. No. 41,403, published in the 
Diario do Governo, Lisbon, of Novem- 
ber 27, 1957, and effective from that 
date. 

The decree-law is general in terms 
and can be likened to an enabling act. 
Additional regulations are to be issued 
to implement the general provisions of 
the new law. 

The announced purpose of the new 
measure is essentially to render the 
credit system more flexible and to inte- 
grate that system into the process of 
economic development. While new de- 
mands of economic activity make the 
present reorganization necessary, the 
inflexibility of the credit system has 
been recognized for some time. 

A second purpose of the new law is 
to provide for more adequate facilities 
for medium- and longeterm credit. Pro- 
visions for the creation of investment 
banks are designed to achieve this goal. 
The law also establishes new regula- 
tions concerning banking reserves, and 
provides for a new government security 
called “National Development Promis- 
sory Notes.” 

The text of the new law, in Portuguese 
with an English summary, is available 
on a loan basis from the European Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 
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Thai-Japanese Trade 
Agreement. Signed 


A new trade agreement between Japan 
and Thailand was signed on December 
28, 1957, and went into effect on Janu- 
ary 1, 1958. 

The agreement, the only bilateral 
trade agreement to which Thailand is 
a party, expresses the desire of both 
rountries to expand and balance their 
mutual trade and provides for most- 
favored-nation treatment and payment 
in either U. S. dollars or pounds ster- 
ling. 

A previous trade agreement between 
the two countries, which provided for 
bilateral payments clearances instead 
of acutal payments, expired in 1956 and 
was not renewed at that time. 

Government officials and businessmen 
in Thailand hope that the new agree- 
ment will improve Thailand’s currently 
unbalanced trade with Japan. Thailand 
has been increasing purchases of Jap- 
anese goods, mainly of light manufac- 
tures and machinery, in the past few 
years. Japan, formerly the largest cus- 
tomer for Thai rice, has decreased its 
purchases substantially in the past 3 
years. Although Thailand is able at the 
present time to dispose of all its ex- 
portable rice to other countries, it is 
interested in safeguarding the Japanese 
market potential. This will be especially 
important in years to come when antici- 
pated increased rice acreage and higher 
yield per acre, through improved culti- 
yation and irrigation methods, is again 
expected to present Thailand with the 
problem of finding markets for its rice. 





Bolivia Issues Three 
New Wage Decrees 


The Bolivian Government promulgat- 
ed 3 decrees dealing with the surplus 
worker and wage problems on January 
§. They provide for “voluntary retire- 





ment” of an undetermined number of 
workers, an increase in family subsi- 
dies, and a 1-year extension of the 
“wage freeze’ which was established by 
Article 42 of the Stabilization Decree 
of December 15, 1956. 

Employees and workers who volun- 
tarily retire from private businesses 
which now have surplus employees will 
receive, regardless of their seniority, a 
payment of 3-months’ salary plus an 
indemnity payment of 1-month’s salary 


for each year they have worked for the 
firm. The provisions of this decree apply 
only to those workers actually em- 
ployed on the date of the decree’s pro- 
mulgation and not to those subsequently 
hired. It remains in effect until March 
31, 1958. 


The family subsidies decree increases 
these allowances on a sliding scale up 
to approximately 100 percent, effective 
January 1, 1958. The increase in subsi- 
dies is designed as a substitue for a 
wage increase, which the “wage freeze” 
forbids. 





India Revises Excise 
Taxes on Textiles 


The excise duty on medium cloth 
manufactured in India has been tem- 
porarily reduced, the tax rebate on 
excess production of cloth has been 
abolished, and certain excise and sales 
taxes have been consolidated. 


The excise duty on cotton textiles of 
counts 17 to 34 inclusive is reduced from 
a previous rate of 0.12 rupee to 0.09 
rupee per square yard’ until March 31, 
1958, (1 rupee=US$0.21). This tax cut 
is expected to result in the reduction of 
inventories of unsold cotton cloth of 
medium grades. 


The partial rebate of excise duty on 
cloth produced in excess of a specified 


(Continued on page 19) 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
Philippine Oil Import 
Allocation Restored 


Cuts in exchange allocations for im- 
port of petroleum into the Philippines 
in 1958, which were to average 28 per- 
cent for the entire year, as announced 
by the Monetary Board of the Philip- 
pines in January, were rescinded on 
January 21. 

Instead, the four oil companies sell- 
ing in the Philippines will receive ex- 
change allocations totaling $36.3 mil- 
lion for the first 6 months of the year, 
roughly one-half the amount expended 
for total 1957 imports. 

The present allocation is, however, 
still an estimated 7 percent below the 
amount needed to meet the increased 
Philippine requirements for petroleum 
in 1958. 

Industrial fuel oil imports will re- 
ceive first priority and any necessary 
cuts in consumption will be borne by 
users of gasoline and kerosene.—U. S. 
Embassy, Manila. 

An announcement of the cut in allo- 
cations appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, January 27, 1958, page 9. 


Minor Changes Made 
In Swiss Food Law 


A new Decree of December 15, 1957, 
has made minor changes in the basic 
Swiss Decree on the Traffic in Food- 
stuffs. These changes affect “Food Reg- 
ulations of Switzerland,” World Trade 


Information Service, part 2, No. 57-92. 
The last paragraph of the Sanitary Re- 
quirements section of that report (first 
paragraph on page 2) should now read: 

“Only those inorganic materials free 
from antimony, arsenic, barium lead, 
cadmium, chrome, copper, mereury, 
selenium, uranium, zinc, radioactive 
elements, or hydrocyanic acid can be 
used for coloring. Among the natural 
or organic coloring agents only saf- 
fron, annatto, red and blue fruit and 
berry colors (provided that they are 
harmless) alkanna, sandal wood, or- 
seille, cochineal, chlorophy] and water 
soluble @balorophyl, caramel, carotin, 
curcunna, and xantrophyl are permit- 
ted. Artificial organic dyes are allowed 
as specified by Swiss law. Other color- 
ings are permitted to the extent that 
proof is available that they are harm- 
less and that their use is approved by 
the Federal Health Service.” 

Users of World Trade dnformation 
Service, part 2, should correct their 
copies to include the changed wording. 
—U. S, Embassy, Bern. 
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Material, Equipment Wanted 





Governments Invite Bids on Fans, 
Meters, Cranes, Cast-lron Pipe 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 
Belgian Congo 

Fuel oil for Congo River dredges, esti- 
mated cost $110,000; bids will be opened 
at 11 o'clock local time (10 Gm.t.) 
February 12 at Direction des Approvi- 
sionnements, 1 rue de la Regence, Brus- 
sels, Belgium, and Salle du Conseil des 
Adjudications du Gouvernement Gener- 
al, Batiment Administratif, Leopoldville- 
Kalina, Belgian Congo. Specifications 
may be obtained from the Comptable 
des Finances du Gouvernement General, 
Batiment Administratif, _ Leopoldville- 
Kalina, for $1 plus postage. 

Supply and installation of central air- 
conditioning system, Governor General’s 
new residence, Leopoldville, estimated 
cost $240,000. Bids will be opened Feb- 
ruary 25, 10 Gm. (11 o'clock local 
time), at the Service des Approvision- 
nement and Agence Coloniale des Ap- 
provisionnement, 1 rue de la Regence, 
Brussels, Belgium, and at the Secre- 
tariat Provincial, 23 avenue du Roi 
Souverain, Leopoldville-Ouest, Belgian 
Congo. 

Specifications, No. 117-61-57 Leo, may 
be obtained from the Services des Ap- 
provisionnements in Brussels and the 
Service des Travaux Publics, Leopold- 
ville-Ouest, for $70 a set plus postage. 
Project completion time is 18 months. 

Autibiotics, estimated cost $600,000, 
tender No. 108-722-57, bid deadline 
March 5; and medicine, estimated cost 
$454,000, tender No. 109-722-57, March 
7. Bids will be opened simultaneously 
at Direction des Approvisionments, 1, 


rue de la Regence, Brussels, Belgium,. 


and Salle du Conseil des Adjudications 
du Gouvernement .General, Batiment 
Administratif, Aile 1, 2eme tage, Cor- 
ner Avenue Pierre Ryckmaifs et Martin 
Rutten, Leopoldville-Kalina. 
Specifications may be obtained from 
the Comptable des Finances du Gouv- 
ernement General, Batiment Adminis- 
tratif, Leopoldville-Kalina, for $1 plus 
postage, a copy. Information regarding 
these tenders is available from Section 
des Approvisionnements Medicaux de la 
Zeme Direction Generale, Leopoldville- 
Est or from the Secretariat du Con- 
seil de Adjudications du Gouvernement 
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General, Aile III, ler etage, Batiment 
Administratif, Leopoldville-Kalina. 


Burma 


Steel triple-screw firefloat; bids in- 
vited until April 5 by the Chairman, 
Board of Management for the Port of 
Rangoon, Post Box No. 1, Rangoon. 

Tender documents consisting of speci- 
fications, drawings, and forms of con- 
tract may be obtained from that 
authority for 100 kyats (US$21) a set 
or from Ogilvy Gillunders & Co., Ltd., 
King William House, 2 a, Eastcheap, 
London, E.C. 3, for £8 ($22.40) a set. 


Ceylon 


Mechanical cargo-handling equipment 
including forklift trucks, diesel electric 
mobile cranes, platform trucks, elevat- 
ing jack trucks, batteries and spare 
parts for these items, and battery charg- 
ing plant; bids invited until 9:30 a.m. 
March 19 by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Transport and 
Works, Colombo, 


Specifications and conditions of tender 
may be obtained from the Embassy of 
Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington 8, D. C, 


Egypt 

Cables, 200 kilometers, 1000-volt, un- 
derground, bid deadline March 3; cables, 
90 kilometers, 11,000-volt, underground, 
March 18; and electric meters, 50,930, 
alternating current watt hours, March 
12. Bids invited by the Director Gen- 
eral, Cairo Electricity and Gas Adminis- 
tration, 53 July 26 Street, Cairo. Bids 
must be submitted through an agent 
established in Egypt and be accom- 
panied by a provisional deposit of 2 per- 
cent of the contract. 

Specifications may be obtained from 
the Bureau of the Egyptian Commercial 
Counselor, Embassy of Egypt, 2310 De- 
catur Place NW., Washington 8, D. C., 
for $5.75 a set.* é 


Greece 


Railear steel tires and wheel centers; 
bids invited until February 18 by the 
Piraeus-Athens-Peloponnesus’ Railroad 
(SPAP), 1 Carolou Street, Athens. 

Asbestos-cement pipe, 50,000 meters, 
various diameters ranging from 80 to 
200 mm.; bids invited until February 27 





Turbogenerator Sets 
Needed in Australia 


The Electricity Commission of 
New South Wales invites tenders 
until 3 p.m, May 19 for 120-mega- 
watt and 200-megawatt turbogen- 
erator sets for Lake Macquarie 
and one other power station, con- 
tract No. 797, estimated to cost 
$14 million to $20 million. 


Tenderers may obtain two copies 
of the specifications free from the 
Electricity Commission, Kelvin 
House, 15 Castelreagh Street, 
Sydney, Australia. Additional 
copies will be supplied at $1.40 a 
set. Completion time for contract 
is 48 months. 


A set of documents is available 
on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 











by the Greek Water Company, 4 Kolok- 
otroni Street, Athens. } 


Parathion, 30 metric tons, wettable 
powder, 25% content, bid deadline Feb- 
ruary 4; dieldrien, 20.5 metric tons, wet- 
table powder, 25% content, February 7; 
and spraying machine knapsacks, - 110, 
February 11. Bids invited by the Na- 
tional Tobacco Board, 9 Amerikin 
Street, Athens. 


Supply. and installation of machinery 
and equipment: File No. 1407—grading 
and packing center for apples and 
peaches, capacity about 50 tons of 
peaches, 30 tons of apples per 8 hours; 
file No. 1409—apple, peach pulp, and 
grapejuice plant, capacity about 50 tons 
of fruit per 24 hours; file No. 1410— 
peach and apple dehydration plant, ca- 
pacity about 25 tons per 24 hours. Bids 
invited until March 11 by the Agricul- 
tural Bank of Greece, Permanent Sup- 
plies Committee, 23 Acadimias Street, 
Athens. 


Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Greek Foreign Trade 
Administration, 1028 Connecticut Ave- 
nue NW., Washington, D. C.* 


Honduras 


Supply and installation of outside 
plant for telephone and telegraph oper- 
ation and two 100-line telephone ex- 
changes in the cities of Comayagua and 
Siguatepeque. -The network will inter- 
connect five cities. Outside plant to con- 
sist of metallic circuits on existing and 
new pole line. Bids invited until March 
31 by the Direccion General de Com- 
municationes. Electricas, Tegucigalpa. 
Specifications in Spanish and English 
translation available.* 
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India 

Equipment for college offering de- 
grees in civil, mechanical, and electrical 
engineering; quotations invited by T. 
Manickavasagam, B.A., Secretary, Thi- 
agarajar College Endowment Trust, 
Meenakshi Milayam, Thirupparankun- 
drum Road, Madurai, Madras State.* 

Supply of blow-off tanks; bids invited 
until March 6 by the Controller of Pur- 
chase and Stores, Damodar Valley Cor- 
poration, Anderson House, Alipore, Cal- 
cutta 27. 

Specifification No. PE-Spec-40 may be 
obtained from that authority or the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington, D. C., 
for $2.10 a copy. 


iran ; 

Dynamite glycerine, 150,000 kilo- 
grams; bids invited until February 15 
by the Armament Department of the 
Imperial Iranian Army, D 3/Section, 
Jale Avenue, Tehran. Specifications may 
be obtained from the Embassy of Iran, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Supply and installation of equipment 
for electrification of Zarand Town in 
Kirman; bids invited until February 11 
by the Plan Organization of Iran, Teh- 
ran. Specifications may be obtained 
from Litchfield, Whiting Panero, Seve- 
rud and Associates, Avenue Villa-Arak, 


.Tehran, for $26 a set. 


Supply and installation of cooling and 
heating system; bids invited until Feb- 
ruary 23 by the Bank Sepah, Tehran. 
Specifications may be obtained from 
that authority for $26. 

Cast-iron pipe, 60,000 meters; bids in- 
vited until March 10 by The Plan Or- 
ganization of Iran. Bid documents may 
be obtained from KAMPAX, 66 Avenue 
Kouchk, Tehran, for $13 a set. Technical 
inquiries may be addressed to Kampax, 
Norregade 40, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Cardboard, 200 tons, on bobbins; bids 
invited until March 7 by the Iranian 
Tobacco Monopoly, Tehran. Specifica- 
tions, conditions, and sample of card- 
board may be obtained from the Em- 
bassy of Iran at the given address.* 


Eight 24- and 12-channel telegraph 
terminals including spare parts and ad- 
ditional tubes; 100 highpass and 30 low- 
pass filters. Bids invited until March 11 
by the Procurement Department, Min- 
istry of Posts and Telegraphs, Tehran. 

Specifications and conditions of con- 
tract may be obtained from the Em- 
bassy of Iran at the given address. 
Iraq 

Supply, delivery, erection, and super- 
Vision of operation of 28 power trans- 
formers and accessories ranging from 
50 kilovolt-amperes to 25 millivolt-am- 
peres for the Baghdad-South power sta- 
tion and seven substations in the central 
Euphrates zone; bids invited until April 


February. 3, 1958 
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World Trade Directory | 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports ; 
* on private foreign firms or indi- 3 
* viduals mentioned in the World 
* Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
portunities departments of For- 
/ eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
» able to qualified VU. S. firms—or 
* will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. : 
Requests for these reports 
should include the names and @ 
addresses of the firms or indi- @ 
viduals. eon 
The information given in a = 
World Trade Directory report # 
usually includes lines of goods # 
handled, operation methods, size # 
of ‘business, capital, sales volume, = 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 
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14 by the Development Board and Min- 
istry of Development, Baghdad. 

Full information regarding this tender 
may be obtained from the Embassy of 
Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Borehole pumping units, 8, double 
acting reciprocating borehole piston 
type, diesel driven, complete with ac- 
cessories; bids invited until February 
22 by the Director General of Munici- 
palities, Baghdad.* 

Ceiling fans, 2,000, a.c., 220-230 volts, 
50 cycles, three 52”-56” sweep metal 
blades, all bearings ball type, three 
speeds, inductive-type regulator; bids in- 
vited until February 20 by the Presi- 
dent, Central Foreign Purchase Com- 
mittee, Ministry of Finance, Baghdad.* 


Mozambique 

Overhead cranes, 4, 3-ton, for new 
railway shop at Lourenco Marques, bid 
deadline February 17; and complete ra- 
diocommunication system for Lourenco 
Marques railway sorting yard, March 14. 
Bids invited by the Armazens Gerais, 
Direccao dos Servicos dos Portos, Ca- 
minhos de Ferro e Transportes, Lou- 
renco Marques. Specifications in Portu- 
guese available.* 


New Zealand 

Supply of railway ticket printing ma- 
chine complete with 230-volt 50-cycle 
electric motor and counting devise, 
ability to color tickets helpful, ticket 
size 30.5 mm.x57 mm.; bids invited 
until February 5 by the Government 
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NATO Work in France 
And Turkey Planned 


Two new projects, one in Turkey, the 
other in France, estimated to cost a 
total of over $1.3 million, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the inter- 
national competitive bidding procedure 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion (NATO), the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has reported. 


The project in Turkey calls for bitumi- 
nous stabilization at nine infrastructure 
airfields at an estimated cost of 
$1,257,000. 

The one in France, located at Evreux- 
Fauville airfield, calls for connecting 
pavings of two hangars to maintenance 
areas, connections to base water dis- 
tribution, and drainage networks at 
$114,000. 


Firms wanting to bid on the work in 
Turkey must signify their intention by 
February 9 and submit completed quali- 
fication forms by February 16 to T. C. 
Nafia Vekaleti, Hava Meydanlari ve 
Akaryakit Tesisleri, Insaat Reisligi, 
Ataturk Bulvari, 222, Kavaklidere—An- 
kara. The qualification forms may be 
obtained from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Firms interested in the work in 
France should register their intention 
by February 4 with the Secretariat 
d’Etat aux Forces Armees “Air,” Direc- 
tion de L‘Infrastructure, Bureau Ter- 
rains d’Operations NATO (TO.2), 26 
boulevard Victor, Paris. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D, C., as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram, available from that Division, 


India Extends Bid Date 
For Air Compressor 


The Damodar Valley Corporation, Ali- 
pore, Calcutta, has extended to Febru- 
ary 15 the deadline for submitting bids 
for plant, service, and instrument air 
compressor for DVC Durgapur thermal 
power station and Bokaro fourth unit; 
specifications No. PE-spec-36. 

This trade lead was published in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, December 30, 
1957, page 10. 








Printing and Stationery Department, 
Private Bag, Government Buildings, 
P. O., Wellington. 

Copies of specifications are available 
on loan from the New Zealand Senior 
Trade Commissioner, 1145 19th Street 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. 
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Baghdad Board Invites 
Bids on Sewerage Plan 


Tenders are invited until June 1 by 
the Baghdad Sewerage Board for the 
construction of the first stage of the 
Baghdad Sewerage Scheme, 

The work will be let in three con- 
tracts and contractors may bid on any 
1, any 2, or all 3 of the individual con- 
tracts. All work involved will be located 
in southeast Baghdad, 

Contract 1A comprises the construc- 
tion of a complete modern sewerage 
treatment plant; contract 1B covers 
the construction of approximately 14 
kilometers of trunk sewer, 14 pumping 
stations, manholes, etc.; contract 1C 
comprises the construction of about 170 
kilometers of subsidiary sewers, pump- 
ing mains, laterals for house connec- 
tions, etc. ' ] 

A single set of documents contains 
the conditions of contract, specifications, 
drawings, bills of quantities, tender 
forms, etc., for all three contracts. The 
documents may be inspected at the 
Embassy of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue 
NW., Washington; D. C., or obtained 
from that authority for $56 a set, not 
refundable. A set of the documents is 
available on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 





Specifications Available 
For Iran Brick Factory 


A copy of the plans and specifications 
for a refractory brick factory to be 
erected in Iran are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, VU. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


This project, bid deadline February 
23, was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, January 20, page 9. 


Bid Deadline Extended 


The Municipality of Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, has extended to March 1 the 
deadline for submitting bids to construct 
main sewerage collection system of 
Riyadhr. 


This trade lead was published in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, October 21, 
1957, page 9, and December 16, page 11. 








Brazil’s 1957 wheat crop was less 
than expected, mainly because of. dis- 
ease damage and excessive rain which 
interferred with harvesting. A consider- 
able reduction in yield is attributed to 
leaf blight, stem rust, and other disease. 
Quality of the grain also suffered.—For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States, 


Whjle every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 


the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 


When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


A. Dejean (producer and exporter), 
3-5-7 rue Paul Bousquet, Sete Herault, 
wishes to export direct 100,000 to 150,- 
000 bottles of 1 liter each of high- 
quality French dry vermouth prepared 
and aged in wooden casks. 

Etablissements Meloux (wholesaler, 
exporter), 24-26 avenue du,;Pont Juve- 
nal, Montpellier, Herault, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent for the 
Atlantic coast area high-quality red, 
rose, and white wines, aged as well as 
flavored. Products of selected vineyards 





as follows: Grenache, Carignans, and 
Cinseaux. 
Blackboards ~ 
Italy 
I.G.L.E.A. (Industria Goriziana Leg- 


nami ed Affini) (manufacturer, exporter 
of blackboards; importer of hardwood 
such as fir, beech, oak, etc.), Via Trieste 
20, Gorizia, Trieste, wishes to export 
direct 20 cubic meters daily of black- 
boards in thicknesses of 15 mm., 19 mm., 
and 25 mm. Price information avail- 
able.* 


Cordage, Rope, and Twine 
Brazil 


Companhia de Comercio e Industria 
Freitas Soares (manufacturer, whole- 
saler), Rua da Alfandega 133, Rio de 
Janeiro, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of cotton 
cords, ropes, binders, strings, and 
twines; also cotton thread and yarn, 






Curios 
British East Africa 

Alan J. Barnie (export merchant), 
P.O. Box 12644, Nairobi, Kenya, wishes 
to export direct first grade African 
curios carved from light colored and 
black African hardwoods; also in stone, 
Photograph available.* 


Cycle Parts 
Germany 

Mersch & Biebighaeuser (manufac. 
turer, wholesaler, exporter of automo. 
bile, motorcycle, and bicycle parts and 
accessories), 10 Kaempchenstrasse, 
Opladen/Rhld., wishes to export direct 
front forks for bicycles and small motor. 
cycles, in lots of 20,000 and more. Ilus- 
trated and descriptive leaflet available.* 


Essential Oils 


France 
Garcin Freres (producer, exporter, 
wholesaler), Valensole, Basses-Alpes, 


wishes to export direct or through agent 
essential oils as follows: 2,000 kg. (2 
tons) of lavender oii; 30,000 kg. (30 
tons) of Abrial spike oil; 3,000 kg. (3 
tons) of spike oil; and 200 kg. (440 Ibs.) 
of sage oil. 


Foodstuffs 
France 


Roger Aurelle (manufacturer), 10 
avenue de la Madeleine, Apt., Vaucluse, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
300 to 500 tons of first choice bigarreau 
cherries in brine. Firm desires informa- 
tion regarding all particulars about U. S, 
standard grades, specifications, packing, 
etc. 


lreland 


Shannon Meat, Ltd. (meat packer 
and exporter), 14/15 Lower O’Connell 
St., Dublin, wishes to export direct or 
through agent up to 200 long tons 
weekly of choice, good, commercial, and 
utility qualities of boneless, chilled, and 
frozen beef, 


Footwear 
Italy 


Alessandro Gallone (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Castelletto Ticino 
(Novara Province), wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quantities 
of high-quality slippers—tubular resting 
shoes. Packing and shipping instructions 
desired by exporter, 


Gloves 
Belgium 

Anciens Etablissements Schuermans 
S.A. (importer of raw skins, gloves, tex- 
tile fabrics for glove making; manu- 
facturer of leather and fabric gloves} 
exporter of dyed skins and gloves), 7 
rue de la Rosee, Brussels, wishes to 
export direct or through regional agents 
high-quality hand- and machine-stitched 
leather and fabric gloves; also embrolid- 
ered gloves. 
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Hides and Skins 


Defaye, Maumy & Cie (proeessor, 
wholesaler, exporter, and importer of 
raw skins), 16 rue des Penitents-Blancs, 
pimoges, Haute-Vienne, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent large 
tities of good-quality raw rabbit 
of classified types. 
Maison Leon (Landesman) (whole- 
gler, exporter of furs, skins, and pelts), 
9 rue Lafayette, Toulouse, Haute- 
Garonne, wishes to export direct good- 
| quality pelts of pine marten, weasel, 
ete. 


Machinery 

Austria 

J. Coudenhove (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 1 Strauchgasse, Vienna, wishes 
to export direct (but prefers a sales 

ntative familiar with the plas- 

tics industry) special machinery and 
equipment for the plastic industry, such 
as mixers, conveyor systems, and twin- 
jet spray guns for polyester resins. 


Mineral Water 


France 

Source Perrier (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter), Vergeze (Gard), wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of natural sparkling mineral 
water under the trade name Perrier and 
described as bacteriologically pure, with 
no additives. It is reported that the 
spring is periodically analyzed by a 
government agency. 


Plywood 

Belgian Congo 

LIGNACONGO (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), B.P. 131, Leopoldville- 
Limete, wishes to export direct large 
quantities of plywoods. 


Seeds 

France 

Etablissements Raymond Gosset (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter), 13 boule- 
yard Rabatau, Marseille, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent vegetable, 
forage, and flower seeds. 


Ital 

Max Herb (grower, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), Via della Piazzola 36, Naples, 
wishes to export direct large quantities 
of vegetable and flower seeds of high 
germination—available after harvest in 


July, 

Sportswear 

Denmark 

Kantex Konfektion (manufacturer, 
Wholesaler, exporter of readymade la- 
dies’ clothing), 16 Dagmarsgade, Copen- 
hagen N, wishes to export direct or 
through agent beach suits, blouses, and 
— Samples and photographs avail- 





EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Akoholic Beverages 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 
, Lewig Suzman (Pvt.), Ltd. (general 
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merchants), P.O. Box 1391, Bulawayo, 
Southern Rhodesia, wishes to purchase 
direct liquor. 


Cables and Wires 
Thailand 


Thye Nguan Registered Ordinary 
Partnership (importer, commission 
agent, manufacturers’ representative, 
government contractor, wholesaler, re- 
tailer), 23-27 Chakrawad Road, Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for various types of elec- 
tric wires, and ‘cables. 

Chemicals 


Italy 

Mario Lafragola, S.r.l. (wholesaler, 
importer, sales agent), 14 Piazza Borsa, 
Naples, wishes to purchase direct the 
following industrial chemicals: 20 tons 
each of ethylene glycol (nitration 
grade), and methyl ethyl ketone, 99%; 
Sweden 

Sveriges Oljekonsumenters Riksfor 
bund (importing distributor, wholesal- 
er), 12 Huvudstavagen, Solna, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agen¢y for 
industrial chemicals. 


Display Cases 
Mexico 

La Princesa, S. A. (importer, whole- 
saler of watches, jewelry, Mexican typi- 
cal weaving and curios; retailer; ex- 
porter of Mexican curios), 42 Ave. A, 
Obregon, Nogales, Sonora, wishes to 
purchase direct from manufacturers 
cases for displaying wrist watches and 
rings, and for retail purchases. 


Electrical Supplies and Equipment 
Panama 

Carlos Perez Cia. Ltda. (importing 
distributor, retailer, wholesaler of bicy- 
cles, furniture, washing machines, 
household equipment, high-fidelity rec- 
ord players and tape recorders), 26-109 
Avenida Central, P. O. Box 3415, Pan- 
ama, wishes to purchase direct and ob- 
tain exclusive agency representation for 
refrigerators, electrical appliances, and 
radios. 
Foodstuffs 


Iraq 
Kaka’s Wholesale Drug Stores (im- 
porter, wholesaler of drugs, pharmaceu- 





India Invites Tenders 


For Dock Work 


Calcutta port authorities invite 
tenders until March 10 for 
strengthening 6,800 feet quaywalls - 
of Kidderpore dock by percussion- 
method drilling and injection with 
cement grout, 

Specifications and conditions of 
contract ‘may be obtained from 
consulting engineers Rendel Palm- 
er & Tritton, 125 Victoria Street, 
Westminister, London. 
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ticals, chemicals, canned foodstuffs, 
sanitary and building materials), Ras 
Al Qarya, Baghdad, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain exclusive distribution 
from U. S. manufacturers of canned 
végetables, fruits, and meats. Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, Federation of. 


General Merchandise 
Canada 


Providence Food Plan, Ltd. (retailer 
of home freezers), 1499 Bleury St., 
Montreal, wishes to purchase items that 
could be sold in homes and would be 
acceptable to a finance company for 
nancing, and other general merchan- 
dise items for which company could be 
the Canadian agents or distributors. 
Lighting Equipment 
Thailand 

Thye Nguan Registered Ordinary 
Partnership (importer, commission 
agent, manufacturers’ representative, 
government contractor, wholesaler, re- 
tailer), 23-27 Chakrawad Road, ‘Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for airfield lighting as fol- 
lows: Runway marking lights 200w. 
each at 200-ft. distance, runway ap- 
proximately 6,000 ft.; taxi marking light 
40w. each. 

Systems: Series circuit system with 
transformer to each lamp; and parallel 
circuit system at 600 v., a.c., 50-cycle. 
Both systems shall include a remote 
control at the tower: Brightness control, 
runway light, taxi-way light, obstruction 
light, wind cone. Firm wishes catalog 
of complete set with illustration, and 
full details as to packing and shipping. 


Medical Supplies 
Italy 

Cerchiai & Co. (importer), 5B Via 
Cisterna dell’Olio, Naples, wishes to pur- 


chase syringes and hypodermic needles, 
as well as sanitary articles, 


Metal Scrap 
Italy 

S.p.A. Giustino Di Lorenzo (manufac- 
turer, importer), Via C. Grimaldi 1/c, 
Naples, wishes to purchase direct non- 
ferrous metal scrap, including brass, 
bronze, and aluminum scrap, 80-100 
metric tons monthly, according to mar- 
ket, standard classification, 


Office Supplies 


Panama 

Carlos Perez Cia., Ltda. (importing 
distributor, retailer, wholesaler of bicy- 
cles, furniture, washing machines, house- 
hold’ equipment, high-fidelity record 
players and tape recorders), 26-109 
Avenida Central, P..O. Box 3415, Pan- 
ama, wishes to purchase direct and ob- 
tain exclusive agency representation for 
typewriters and office supplies. Descrip- 
tive literature and pricelist desired as 
soon as possible. 


Ship Chandler’s Supplies 


Italy 
Domenico Cimmino (importer, whole- 


ft 
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saler), 74 Via Marina Nuova, Naples, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for steel and manila cables, gas- 
kets, and asbestos articles of various 
widths and sizes, mainly for use on 
board merchant marine vessels, 


Tinplate 


Italy 

Vittorio Metafora (wholesaler, agent, 
importer), 18/20 Vico dei Pezzi, Naples, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for coke tinplate, waste, coat- 
ing 1.25, for canned food containers, 150 
metric tons annually, for sale to food 
canners on an agent commission basi8. 


Waste Materials 


Gasman 

Carl E. Brandes (importing distrib- 
utor), 4 Waldersee Strasse, Hanover, 
wishes to purchase direct asbestos yarn 
waste, heavy and light; tape ends, me- 
tallic and nonmetallic; joint runner 
waste; asbestos cloth waste; in quan- 
tities of 5 tons and up. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft and Aeronautical 
Equipment 
Austria 
Ernst K. Rueckauf, Airco (importer, 
agent handling aircraft and accesso- 
ries), 13 Elisabethstrasse, Vienna I, 
seeks agency for aircraft, accessories, 
flight simulators, and other aeronauti- 
cal equipment. 


Chemicals 


Germany 

Ernst C. H. Hansen (manufacturer’s 
agent), 103 Erikastrasse, Hamburg 20, 
seeks agency for building preserving 
chemicals, and related products, 


Cosmetics 


Venezuela 

H. Kern & Co. S.A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), Edi- 
ficio Kern, Avenida Principal Los Cor- 
tijos de Lourdes, Aptdo, 1567, Caracas, 
seeks agency or distribution for cos- 
metics, 


Electrical Appliances 


Venezuela 

Suministros Representaciones y Mate- 
riales C. A. Surema (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturers’ agent), Edificio 
Republica, Puente Republica, Caracas, 
seeks distribution for kitchen equipment 
for domestic use, hotels; schools, and 
military barracks, except refrigerators, 


Foodstuffs 


Dominican Republic 

Jose Felipe Beevers (commission 
agent dealing in general merchandise), 
Duarte 76, Puerto Plata, seeks agency 
for foodstuffs packed in cans or cartons, 
such as food paste (spaghetti, macaroni, 
and noodles), candy, tomato paste, bak- 
ing powder, canned and refrigerated 
foods, fresh fruits, chocolate, cocoa, and 





16 





Ecuador Asks Quotations 
For Elevators 


The Caja del Seguro (Social 
Security Agency), Calle Benal- 
cazar 868, Quito, invites quotations 
until February 24 for elevators to 
be installed in the Caja del Seguro 
office building now under construc- 
tion, 

The plans, specifications, etc., 
for the building and elevators may 
be obtained upon request from the 
Oficina de Ingeniera de la Matriz 
at the agency just named, 











rolled oats, Firm also seeks agency for 
tooth picks and facial soap. 


Handicraft 


Venezuela 

D. K. Muebles, C. A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer), 24 Gran Ave- 
nida, Caracas, seeks agency on a com- 
mission basis or distribution for handi- 
craft items as well as ceramics for home 


decoration, including vases, ashtrays, 
and statuettes. 

Lamps 

Venezuela 


Suministros Representaciones y Mate- 
riales C. A. Surema (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturers’ agent), Edificio 
Republica, Puenta Republica, Caratas, 
seeks distribution for incandescent and 
fluorescent lamps for industrial use; and 
for domestic use, decorative type. 


Leather 


Netherlands 

Jan Smarius’ Import N. V. (importer, 
wholesaler of upper, sole and lining 
leathers, raw and auxiliary materials, 
and rubber for the manufacture of shoes 
and leatherwear; exporter, transit deal- 
er), 335 Bosscheweg, Tilburg, wishes to 
purchase direct first- and second-grade 
qualities of upper, sole, and lining leath- 
ers, 100,000 sq. ft monthly, and sole rub- 
ber and insole materials for the foot- 
wear industry. 


Lubricating Oils 


Egypt 

Commercial Transaction Bureau (I. M. 
El Sayed) (importing distributor, manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
44 Soliman Pasha St., Cairo, seeks 
agency for lubricating oils. 


Machinery 
Algeria 

Societe Pierre Delacroix & Fils (im- 
porting distributor), 2 rue Lulli, Algiers, 
seeks agency for drilling equipment for 
petroleum companies ‘operating in the 
Sahara, 


Italy 


Ingg. Bertolazzi & Levi (agent), 6 
Corso Someiller, Turin, seeks agency 


















for all of Italy from U. S. manufacty 
of machinery for mining and pet 
exploitation and research, as wel] #i¥ 
geophysical instruments, 


Metal Products 


Venezuela P 
George H. Gold (manufacty 
agent), Edificio Halven, Esquina 
roy, Aptdo. 6454, Caracas, seeks age 
on a commission basis for copper 
brass mill products, including t+ 

sheets and bars, 


Office Supplies 


France 

Comptoir Toulousain de la Pape 
(wholesaler, commission merchant, 
ing agent handling stationery, office 
school supplies, and related articles), 
rue Caraman, Toulouse, Haute-Ga 
seeks agency for good-quality office 
school supplies and related articles, 
articles preferred by firm. Firm qd 
descriptive literature and pricelists, © 
Paper 
Venezuela 

Pandock—J. Soler (importing di 
utor), Edificio Oyarzun, Calle 
Urbanizacion Comercial, Quinta 
Caracas, seeks exclusive distribution fq 
cellophane paper. 


Photographic Equipment 
Venezuela 
Foto Roma S. A. (importing distrib 
utor, manufacturer’s agent), 
Central, Avenida Urbaneta, Caracas t 
seeks agency on a commission i *. 
photographic and amateur cove oo oO} 
ment, land, 
Rugs 
Venezuela Jean 
D. K. Muebles, C. A. (importing dis} jipin é 
tributor, manufacturer), 24 Gran Ave ting fc 
nida, Caracas, seeks agency on @ COM fie] B 
mission basis or distribution for rugs | gj C 


Stationery Supplies 


Canada 
Waterbury Office Supply (retailer 
office supplies, advertising novelties, and 
furniture), 188 Dupont St. (ear), Te 
ronto, Ontario, seeks agency for new 
lines in stationery, preferably those no 
yet handled in Canada; also, offset ins 

and supplies, Firm desires samples, 


Synthetic Yarns 


Austria 
Georg Schoen (importer, retailer of 
ladies’ nylon underwear and nylon stock 
ings), 116 Mariahilferstrasse, Vienm 
VII, seeks agency for “miracle fibers’ 
for ladies’ underwear, including nylon, 
dacron, orlon, and other synthetic silks. 


Textiles 


Venezuela 

D, K. Muebles, C. A. (importing di 
tributor, manufacturer), 24 Gran’ Ave 
nida, Caracas, seeks agency on commis 
sion basis or distribution for fabrics for 
curtains, wallcoverings, and upholstery. |” 


a 
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etrolem: 
well " my Me = 
fabra, C. A. (importing distributor, 
acturer’s agent), Edificio Vam, 
mgcina 4241, Avenida Andres _ Bello, 
jptdo 3568, Caracas, seeks agency or 
actu bution for toys, 
2 Malyllpaper 
per gi ela 
- tubiyt D K. Muebles, C. A. (importing dis- 
"butor, Manufacturer), 24 Gran Ave- 
qda, Caracas, seeks agency on a com- 
‘nission basis or distribution for painted 
wallpaper. 
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ftice 
les, | 
1 desi ry 
lists, | Australia 
frank Leonard Roberts, representing 
y,1.A., Ltd. (manufacturer of light 
2 jel sections, standard steel buildings, 
; dis 


steel racking; processor of boards 
lle work timbers into removable office 
tion panels, also manutactured in 
), Lancefield Road, Airport West, 
Melbourne, Victoria, is interested in re- 
movable office partitions, stee] racking, 
gi metal accessories to commercial 
(louvers). He seeks technical 
ation. Scheduled to arrive Feb- 
14 via New York for a 3-month 
Caracas U. S. address: c/o American 
basis fat Co. Inc., 415 Euclid Ave., Cleve- 
le equip ind, Ohio. Itinerary: New York, Cleve- 
ad, and San Francisco. 


france 

‘ Jean Barjou, representing Messrs. 
ting dis} fipin & Cie. (retailer, sales agent han- 
an AVé) jing footwear, hosiery, textiles), 7 rue 
 & COM) tel Boye, Marmanda, Lot-et-Garonne; 





’ rugs. | wi Confiserie du Capitole (retailer, 
mmission merchant handling confec- 
tmery and related products), 57 rue 

|| hsace-Lorraine, Toulouse, H a u t e-Ga- 
tailer , is interested in American foot- 
ties, and hosiery, knit goods, and textiles; 
ar), To n vending and dispensing ma- 
for new for beverages, honey, etc.; paper 
hose not rs and wrapping material, such 
an paper bags for candy, self-sealing 


fmmed bands, and paper handles, 

He seeks technical information re- 
- |grding American retail shops handling 

aller of | @twear, hosiery, knit goods and related 


in stock: as well as self-service estab- 
Vienna ts selling confectionery products, 
. fibers” like to visit U. S. plants spe- 
z nylon, g in the manufacture of vending 
Hic silks, | M4 dispensing machines. Scheduled to 


on or about February 10 via New 
lok for a 15-day visit. 


U.S. address: c/o Thos. Cook & Son, 


an’ Ave : New York, Philadelphia, Chi- 
commis St. Louis, and Washington. 

rics for 

so 


. Giovanni F, Franciosi, represent- 
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ing Societa Italiana Rueping (manu- 
facturer of railroad ties, hardboard; ex- 
porter of Mardboard), 144 Via Taddeo 
da Sessa, Naples, is interested in estab- 
lishing contact with U. S. manufacturers 
of railroad crossties to explore possible 
manufacturing agreement. Was sched- 
uled to arrive January 31 via New York 
for a month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o 
2907 Upshur St., Mt. Rainier, Md. 
Itinerary: Washington, Madison (Wis.), 
State of Georgia, and other cities as 
required. 


Netherlands 


J. C. J. Hoogeveen, representing Jo- 
han Hoogeveen N, V., 15 Parallelweg, 
Borculo, is interested in visiting poultry 
slaughterhouses in Missouri, and attend- 
ing poultry processing equipment exhi- 
bition in Kansas City, Mo. Scheduled to 
arrive on or about February 9 via New 
York for a 2-week visit. U. S. address: 
c/o U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Room 2011, 911 Walnut St., Kansas City 
6, Mo. Itinerary: Kansas City. 


J. B. A. M. Smarius, representing Jan 
Smarius’ Import N. V. (importer, whole- 
saler of upper, sole, and lining leather, 
raw and auxiliary materials, and rubber 
for the manufacture of shoes and 
leatherware; transit dealer), 335 Boss- 
cheweg, Tilburg, is interested in the 
export, import, and transit business in 
leather, hides and shoes, and raw mate- 
rials for the shoe and leather industry. 
Scheduled to arrive the early part of 
February via New York for a 4-week 
visit. 

U, S. address: c/o Donovan Industries, 
Inc., 47 West 34th St., New York 1, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Washington. 





United States 
Participation in 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL 


15 cents 


Supplements the Survey of In- 
ternational Travel (35 cents a 
copy), published in 1956 by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 
Contains revised data on foreign 
travel by United States residents 
and on travel to the Unied States 
by foreign visitors. 


For sale by U. $. Department of 
Commerce Field Offices and by 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. $. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. Cc 











NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 














The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
grenes copies may be obtained 

y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $2 a list 
for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the —— All are 
dated January 1958 

Advertising Agencies and Conces- 


sionaires—Japan. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers — 
Dominican Republic. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers 
Dealers—Dominican Republic. 

Confectionery Importers, Dealers, 
and Manufacturers—Cuba. 

Cooperage, Crate, and Shook Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Exporters—Portugal. 
Dental Supply Houses—Paraguay. 
Electrical Supply and Equipment 

Importers and Dealers—Argentina. 

Electrical: Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Denmark. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Norway. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Export- 
ers—United Kingdom. 

Hide and Skin Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Tunisia. 

Instruments, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—<Austria. 

Instruments, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Ecuador. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers dnd Dealers—Greece. 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers — 
Guatemala. 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers — 
Venezuela. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Importers 
and Dealers—Switzerland. 

Metalworking Plants and Shops — 
Burma. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Ecuador. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Haiti. 


and 





Consumption of tobacco products in 
New Zealand rose from 11.6 million 
pounds in 1955 to 12.2 million in 1956. 
At this rate of usage per capita con- 
sumption in 1956 was 5.45 pounds, a 
slight increase over 1955, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Larger quantities of imported tobacco 
products were consumed in New Zea- 
land during this period. Domestic out- 
put declined slightly in 1955-56 and 
again in 1956-57, while imports of ciga- 
rettes during the last two years reached 
the highest level since 1947. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 








Capital Participation Invited for 


Industrial Development in Mexico 


U.S. private capital investment in the 
amount of approximately US$2 million 
(25 million pesos) is sought for indus- 
trial and residential development in 
Manzanillo, Colima, Mexico. 


Ventanas al Pacifico, real-estate de- 
velopment and sales company, promoter 
of the project, reportedly owns property 
near the port of Manzanillo, Colima, on 
the ocean front. The firm is particularly 
interested in developing the area into 
a resort. The investor is offered part 
interest in the enterprise, and a voice 
in the management. 


The area, according to the promoter, 
should equal or surpass that of Acapulco 
as a tourist center because of its easy 
accessibility from Guadalajara and 
other Mexican attractions nearer the 
United States. 

Ventanas proposes to subdivide the 
land into lots ranging in price from 80 
to 200 pesos a square meter. Fifty per- 
cent of the terracing, excavating, and 
leveling reportedly has been completed. 
The overall project includes the filling 
of part of a lagoon to create an addi- 
tional 250,000 square meters of land. It 
is estimated that 2 years will be re- 
quired to finish the project. U. S. cap- 
ital will be utilized for completing the 
streets, lighting, public utilities, etc. 

The area belonging to Ventanas al 
Pacifico is said to be surrounded by 
four large, attractive beaches, in addi- 
tion to a number of small ones which 





Inventor in Austria Offers 
Paper Incinerator Patent 


Dr. techn. Heinrich Hiller, Professor 
at the Technical University of Vienna, 
wishes to license a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture and sale in the United 
States and all foreign countries of a 
paper incinerator which he has designed. 

The “paperator,” 3.5x5x3 feet in 
size, is said to be particularly suitable 
for public agencies and commercial and 
industrial establishments. This paper 
incinerator, according to Dr. Hiller, can 
destroy all types of paper—bundles, 
books, folders, etc.—at a rate of approx- 
imately 990 pounds of paper an hour. 
Dr. Hiller claims to hold Austrian pat- 
ent rights and has been given permis- 
sion to file a patent application in the 
United States. 

Drawings of the invention and a de- 
scription in English are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited to corre- 
spond with Dr. techn. Heinrich Hiller, 
39 Tivoligasse, Vienna XII, Austria. 


could be-used as private beaches. The 
land also is said to be good for mineral 
exploitation, particularly iron ore. 

Supplemental data, including two 
maps of the area, are available for re- 
view on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Interested 
firms also are invited to correspond 
with Ventanas al Pacifico, S. A., Lafay- 
ette 81, Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, 
or at 10 de Mayo 22, Manzanillo, Co- 
lima, Mexico. 





Ecuadoran Sulfur 
Mines for Rent 


The Junta de Asistencia Publica del 
Chimborazo, Ecuadoran Government 
Office, has announced the opening of 
bids to rent for exploration and exploi- 
tation the sulfur deposits and mines at 
Tixan, Canton Alausi, Province of Chim- 
borazo, Ecuador. The deadline for the 
submission of bids is February 13. 

The firm chosen will have a 6-month 
period for exploration and study, accord- 
ing to the Junta, The investor, when 
exploitation begins, will pay to the Junta 
as rent a minimum of 6 percent of the 
world market value of the raw sulfur 
extracted. The announcement indicates 
the firm chosen is expected to construct 
a sulfuric acid plant within 5 years, 
unlegs it can prove that such a plant 
would be economically unfeasible. 

A copy of the published announce- 
ment, in Spanish, is available for re- 
views on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Interested 
firms also are invited to correspond with 
the Junta de Asistencia Publica del 
Chimborazo, Quito, Ecuador. 





Investment Sought for New 


Furniture Plant in Turkey 


A furniture dealer in Istanbul, Ha- 
racci Kardesler, Ltd., Sti., seeks U. S. 
capital participation in the form of ma- 
chinery and know-how for the estab- 
lishment of a modern furniture manu- 
facturing plant in Turkey. The firm is 
primarily interested in manufacturing 
furniture made of wood. 

The concern, established in 1924, is 
said to be well organized under com- 
petent management. The demand for 
furniture in Turkey and the Middle 
East, according to the company, war- 
rants construction of such a plant. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Haracci Kardesler, Ltd., Sti., 
Istiklal Caddesi No. 245/249 Beyoglu, 
Istanbul, Turkey. 





Roll Sulfur Plant 
Planned in India 


P. R. Bhatt, director of the 
Bombay firm, Indo Internationa] 
Commercial Corp., Ltd., manufac. 
turer’s representative and ims 
porter of industrial plant ang: 
equipment, seeks U. S. financia} 
assistance and machinery, prefers 
ably on a long-term credit basis, 
for the establishment of a plarit 
to manufacture roll sulfur. 

Gypsum deposits within the area 
are said to be sufficient to enable 
the production of roll sulfur on a 
commercial basis. Government of 
India approval of the proposed 
project under the second 5-year 
plan has been obtained, according 
to the local firm. 

Interested companies are invited 
to correspond direct with Indo 
International Commercial Corp, 
Ltd., Crescent Chambers, Tama- 
rind Lane, Bombay 1, India. 

















Australia Firm Seeks 





Machinery License 


Patents, processes, and _ technical 
know-how under a licensing arrange 
ment with a U. S. manufacturer ag 
sought by the Australian firm, Sta 
Machinery Pty., Ltd. 

The firm, established in 1919 as man 
ufacturing and merchant engineers gpe- 
cializing in machinery and equipment 
for the processing industries, is partic 
urlarly interested in manufacturing in 
Australia, under a royalty agreement, 
a U.S. line.of machinery for the phar- 
maceutical, ceramic, stone-working, and 
confectionery industries. The firm ind- 
cates that opportunities exist also for 
sewage-treatment plants. 


The firm maintains a drawing office, 
and also handles sales promotional work 
by advertisement and close contact with 
associations and industry. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with H. Lloyd-Owen, managing 
director, Star Machinery Pty., Ltd., 1% 
218 Lawrence Street, Alexandria, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

Shipments of raw wool from the Un- 
ion of South Africa during July-Octo- 
ber totaled 41.6 million pounds, com 
pared with 51.6 million a year ago. The 
decline in wool exports reflects the re 
duction in wool offerings at Union auc 
tions because of the severe drought in 
some areas. Principal buyers this sea- 
son have been France, the United King- 
dom, West Germany, the Soviet Union, 
and Italy.—Foreign Agricultural Serv 
ice. 
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—— 


Argentine Visitor 


Seeks Licensor 


Manfredo Haase, Chile 1726, Buenos 
Aires, manufacturer's representative 












specializing in the automotive trade, was 
uled to arrive in the United States 
‘the Jatter part of January for discus- 
sions with U. S. firms interested in pos- 
sible licensing arrangements, and/or 
capital investment for the manufacture 
of an American line of automotive prod- 
‘ycts in Argentina, 
Sr. Haase is particularly interested in 
obtaining technical know-how for the 
tion of automobile spare parts, in- 
duding collectors and carbon brushes 
for electric motors, distributors and 
parts, voltage regulators, etc. It is un- 
derstood that he is in a postion to nego- 
gotiate on behalf of a well-established 
Argentine manufacture of related items 
for a possible joint-venture operation if 
the U. S. manufacture also expresses 
an interest in capital participation. 





chnical 
‘range 


» Star 


Sr. Hasse plans to visit New York, 
Chicago, and Detroit. Further details 
regarding this proposal are available for 


review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U, S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also may address in- 
quiries to Manfredo Haase, c/o the De- 
partment’s Field Offices in the cities 
indicated. 





India Revises ... 


(Continued from page 11) 
monthly quota for each mill has been 
abolished. This rebate of 0.03 rupee per 
square yard was in effect from October 
1, 1956, to December 31, 1957. 

Sales taxes levied by State govern- 
ments on certain commodities, including 
textiles, will be replaced by additional 
excise taxes. The additional taxes, in 
rupees per square yard, will be 0.03 for 
synthetic fabrics and 0.03 to 0.13, de- 
pending on thread count, on cotton tex- 
tiles. Woolen fabrics will be taxed at 5 
percent ad valorem. These revisions are 
intended to bring about a uniform tax 
policy throughout the country, particu- 
larly on essential commodities like cloth. 











A new handbook assembling and bringing 
up to date facts and figures 


on 
the French Coa, CFT _) investing in 
market and Aig 
economy 
eee business 
DOING organization 
distribu tion 
e» eee 
facilities BUSINESS 
and services taxation 
eee eee 
exporting to, WITH labor 
importing from conditions 
marking L R A N (’ f business travel 
and and living 
labeling conditions 
° 
is 45 cents aye 


Copies of Doing Business With France, published by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, may be purchased from any U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 











February 3, 1958 





Land-Clearing Project 
Planned in Rhodesia 


U. S. capital for a land-clearing and 
development project on Lake Kariba is 


. sought by the Southern Rhodesia Gov- 


ernment. 


An intergovernment committee known 
as the Kariba Lake Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee has been appointed for this pur- 
pose, The committee is made up of the 
Federal, Southern, and Northern Rho- 
desian Governments, 


A contract for clearing 37,000 acres 
is understood to have been granted. Bids 
for the clearing of an additional 16,000 
acres are expected soon. 

The Federation Government reported- 
ly will participate in the expenditure on 
clearing. A total of £3 million has been 
provided in the development plans of the 
three governments. This financing will 
include harbor improvements and other 
developments, 

American capital participation also is 
sought to assist in the clearing and de- 
velopment of the area which, when com- 
pleted, will encompass approximately 
140,000 acres. 

‘Inquiries for additional information on 
this project should be directed to the 
Chairman, Kariba Lake Co-ordinating 
Committee, P. O. Box 8091, Causeway, 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. 


First Trade... 


(Continued from page 10) 

tries. Among such Swedish products are 
paper and paper board; railway equip- 
ment; telephone equipment; motor ve- 
hicles and bicycles; industrial, agricul- 
tural, and office machines; sewing ma- 
chines; motors and pumps; household 
refrigerators; kerosene stoves; tools; 
crystal ware; glassware; and chinaware. 
—U. S. Embassy, Stockholm. 








Business in... 


(Continued from page 6) 
ditions of 1957 should not continue into 
1958, since Government spending should 
remain high while technical progress 
should insure continued satisfactory in- 
vestment and consumption outlays. The 
only factors which he. believed could 
alter this prediction are changes in 
business conditions in the United States 
or decreasing demand from the United 
Kingdom.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Johannesburg. 





About 20 percent of Ceylon’s rice 
acreage sown in the first crop of 1958 
has been damaged by floods, according 
to early estimates. Excessive rain in 
late December on top of a heavier- 
than-normal northeast monsoon ruined 
thousands of acres of rice. Acreage of 
the first crop has been around 900,000 
to 1 million acres in recent years.— 
Foreign Agricultura] Service. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





BFC Issues New Book 





Doing Business With France 


This new handbook just released by the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce deals with the French market and economy. 

It discusses France as a market for the world and as one of 
America’s principal trading partners and describes market components 
and characteristics in terms of the country’s physical setting, popula- 
tion, form of government, economic structure and problems, and the 
situation in agriculture, mining and petroleum, industry, and power. 


An entire chapter is devoted to dis- 
tribution facilities and services. Dis- 
cussed in some detail are marketing 
channels and patterns (principal com- 
mercial cities, distribution media, 
consumption trends, U. S. private mar- 
keting aids), French trade practices, 
Government representation, all forms of 
transportation, communications, bank- 
ing, insurance, and the various kinds of 
trade fairs and exhibitions. 


The book highlights some of the steps 
to be taken in exporting to and import- 
ing from France, dealing in particular 
with licensing and exchange controls 
and the reasons for them, import duttes 
and other levies, special import pro- 
cedures, marking and labeling, freight 
and mail shipping documents, ware- 
housing, and customs procedures. 

The potential investor will find in this 
book a discussion of the Government’s 
policy on foreign investment and the 
conditions governing the entry and re- 
patriation of capital, the kinds of bus- 
iness organizations permitted under 
French law, the incidence of taxation, 
and labor conditions. 


Tables on French import and export 
trade are shown in a statistical ap- 
pendix, 

Requisites for personal entry into 
France, as well as for the entry of per- 
sonal effects and other goods, are dis- 
cussed, together with living conditions 
and costs and other factors likely to 
affect business travel in France or resi- 
dence there. 

It is hoped that investors and other 





Ceylon’s exports of copra and coconut 
oil in the first 9 months of 1957, at 54,- 
606 long tons, oil basis, were more than 
40 percent below those of the first 3 
quarters of 1956. The drought which 
has persisted in some areas for 2 years 
has been severe for the past several 
- months in the Colombo district, result- 
ing in a greatly reduced output of coco- 
nuts. The estimated 1957 output is 
1.52 billion coconuts, a decrease of 36 
percent from 1956, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

Copra exports in January-September 
totaled 24,742 tons, a decrease of about 
40 percent from the first 9 months of 
1956. India continued as the major mar- 
ket, taking 98 percent of the total. 
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businessmen interested In’ doing business 
with France will find helpful this one- 
volume presentation—in updated, sup- 
plemented, and correlated form—of 
much of the information contained in 
10 separate reports previously published 
in the World Trade Information Service. 

This 122-page book of practical infor- 
mation for the U. S. trader and investor 
is available at 45 cents a copy. A similar 
handbook Doing Business With Sweden 
was recently issued by BFC and is also 
sold at 45 cents a copy. A convenient 
form for ordering these handbooks ap- 
pears below. 





Order Form 


DOING BUSINESS WITH: 


FRANCE 
Py Me NEEDS fi cotiecesccsteccestece ° 


SWEDEN 
Pe Pre nctheccsiivcccescends 


Amount enclosed $. 
45 cents a copy 


(City, Zone, State) 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department 
of Commerce Field Office or the Super- 
intendent of Documents, U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C. Make remittance payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents, 











i 


other Books aa 
Reports 


International Trade: Goods, People, ang 
Ideas, Gordon, Wendell C. New York. 
Alfred A, Knopf, January 1958, §47 
pp. $6.75. 

A comprehensive study of the pup. 
poses and application of international 
trade, this study begins with a back. 
ground discussion of motives and meas. 
urements and proceeds to a systematic 
presentation of theoretical concepts; 
balance of payments and national ip. 
come; the movement of goods and sery. 
ices; money, short-term funds, and the 
business cycle; and capital movement, 

Starting with the premise that the 
main goals of human motivation are 
higher standards of living, freedom, 
and security to be reached through the 
democratic process, the author concludes 
with a plea for international agreement 
on coordinated policies designed to ac. 
complish these objectives. 


Commodity Trade Statistics, January- 
March 1957. A United Nations pubii- 
cation. New York. Columbia Univer- 
sity Press, November 1957. 349 pp. $1 


Quarterly figures on world commodity 
trade classified according to the Stand- 
ard International Trade Classification 
(SITC) are shown in tabular form for 
25 countries for the period indicated. 

In addition, principal exports of eight 
other ‘countries are given for the same 
period, 

The data are first presented in.sum- 
mary tables based on 7 large commodity 
classes and then in detailed tables based 
on 150 commodity groups. Since the 
tables are intended to describe the move- 
ment of goods in international trade 
and to promote international compar: 
ability, values have been converted to 
U. S. dollars and, wherever possible, 
quantities are shown in metric units, 


Statistics of Nonferrous Metals. Paris, 
France. Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, September 
1957. 119 pp. $2. 

Production, consumption, and foreign 
trade of the OEEC countries for non- 
ferrous metals are given in this statis 
tical summary for 1954-56. 


Part 1 presents a brief outline on the 
evolution of the situation in the Euro 
pean nonferrous mctal industry in 1955, 
1956, and beginning of 1957, general 
trends in the world and in Europe, and 
trends in the main sectors of the indus 
try. 

Seventy statistical tables are shown 
in Part 2. 

The publication may be obtained from 
the OEEC Publications Office, Suite 
1223, 1346 Connecticut Avenue NW, 
Washington 6, D. C, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FAIRS. AND EXHIBITIONS 





Atomic Industry To 
Exhibit in Chicago 


The 1958 Atomfair and Nuclear Con- 
scheduled to be held at the Inter- 
al Amphitheatre, Chicago, March 









will mark the staging of the first 
gnsolidated exhibit for the atomic in- 
, according to the management, 
jnternational Atomic Exposition. 
This year’s single, unified exposition, 
red by Atomic Industrial Forum, 
combine the industry’s previous 
-annual shows, the “International 
Bic Exposition and the Atomfair. 
ore than 21,000 individuals reportedly 
gitended the 1957 Atomic Exposition in 
Piladelphia and the Forum’s 1957 
Momfair in New York. 


On display will be a large cross-sec- 
fon of the products and services avail- 
gle from major manufacturers and 
service organizations engaged in the nu- 
dear field. This industry-wide exhibit 
will present products ranging from spe- 
fal mining machinery and supplies to 
pwer distribution, electronic, chemical, 
metallurgical, and mechanical equip- 
ment. The show will feature current 
developments in the industrialization of 
the atom. 
Cooperating in coordinating the con- 
grrent 1958 Nuclear Congress are 31 
gading engineering, scientific, and man- 
wement groups representing some 30,- 
0 scientists, engineers, and manage- 
ment executives. Outstanding authori- 
fe will present over 200 scientific 
pers on new developments in nuclear 
mergy and its industrial applications. 
1958 Nuclear Congress offers the 
Bie an opportunity to view the latest 


ents in the atomic energy field. 


ey 


| 1957, 231 delegates from 26 foreign 


muntries participated. 

‘Additional information and applica- 
fons for space may be directed to the 
Management, International Atomic Ex- 
sition, Architects Building, Phila- 
tiphia 3, Pa. 


German Associations . . . 


(Continued from page 5) 

0 settle disputes at an early stage 
iid thus ease the burden on the Fed- 
fal Cartel Authority and the public 
mirts. The participants in the agree- 
Ment fec] that private discussions of 
G@tel disputes would prevent the in- 
veniences involved in public trials. 
The Federation of German Industry has 
fated that the unofficial board will 
tal only with cartels which are compat- 
tle with German carte] legislation. 

The German press indicated adverse 
fraction to the establishment of the un- 
ficial cartel board on the grounds that 
tt board was designed to promote the 
Stablishment of cartels by giving ad- 
te to cartel applicants—U. S. Em- 

, Bonn, 
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First INTERKAMA in Germany 
Attracts Widespread Attention 


The consensus of exhibitors and other participants at the Inter- 
national Congress and Exhibition of Measuring Instrumentation and 
Automation, INTERKAMA 1957, is that this undertaking was a great 
success because of the widespread interest it created. 

INTERKAMA, the first event of its kind ever held in West Ger- 
many, was staged at the Duesseldorf exhibition grounds November 2-10. 


Participants at the congress stressed 
the importance of opportunities af- 
forded by the technical meetings for ob- 
taining valuable information and ex- 
changing experiences and knowledge 
through personal discussion and con- 
sultation, and exhibitors emphasized 
the importance of the many business 
connections established during the fair. 

A wide selection of diverse instru- 
ments and complete installations was 
presented by 331 participants in the 
exhibition. Particular emphasis was 
placed on electronically actuated de- 
vices for measurement and control of 
temperature, pressure, flow, concen- 
tration, electric current, and other 
physical values. These exhibits were 
supplemented by other instruments de- 
signed to measure length, tension, tor- 
sion, and force. 


149 Foreign Exhibitors Participate 


Foreign participation totaled 149 ex- 
hibitors who displayed products from 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, 
France, Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Switzerland, and the 
United States. Collective displays were 
arranged by France, England, Italy, 
Switzerland. 

A number of U. S. manufacturers, 
such as Remington Rand, Inc., Inter- 
national Business Machines Corp., and 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co., 
were represented by their West Ger- 
man subsidiaries, and one firm, Elec- 
tronic Associates, Inc.; Long Branch, 


N. J., participated in the show through 
its European branch office at Brussels. 








American companies represented by 
German firms included Leeds & North- 
rup of Philadelphia, and Analytical 
Measurements, Inc., Chatham, N. J. 
Much visitor attention was given the 
collective shows mounted by foreign 
countries, in particular the British 
presentation in which 23 firms par- 
ticipated. Displayed and demonstrated 
in the latter were developments in the 
fields of electronics and nucleonics en- 
tirely new to the German market, and 
the British exhibitors in general re- 
ported that this fair experience had 
been one of the most successful in 
Germany in the postwar period. 


Experts Report on Instrumentation 


During the convention, held in con- 
junction with the exhibition, interna- 
tionally known experts reported on the 
latest developments and methods of ap- 
plication in the fields of instrumenta- 
tion and automation. Among the lec- 
turers were two American specialists: 
Mr. D. P. Eckman of Cleveland, and 
Mr. J. B. Reswick of Cambridge, Mass. 
More than 3,000 scientists and techni- 
cians from 65 countries attended the 
congress. 


At a press conference, a spokesman 
of the industry stated that there are 
about 200 manufacturers of measuring 
and control instruments in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, employing about 
600,000 people. Annual sales of this in- 
dustry in 1956 amounted to 1 billion 
German marks, of which total exports 
account for 400 million marks, he re- 
ported. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
INTERKAMA are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department ‘of Commerce, Washington 
am, Us. th 

No decision has been made as to 
when and where the next exhibition of 
this kind will be held.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Duesseldorf. 





November rice exports from Thailand 
were only 80,000 metric tons, follow- 
ing October shipments of 116,000 tons. 
Total exports from January through 
November amounted to 1,451,000 metric 
tons, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. | 
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SU LLL LLC 


| TRADE FAIR BRIEFS 


The 1958 National Food Industries 
and Agricultural Fair will be held May 
30-June 9 at Rouen, the capital of 
France’s third largest economic region. 


The exhibition will feature a wide 
range of supplies, equipment, and ma- 
chinery to demonstrate the processing 
of food products through jhe various 
steps of production to ultimate con- 
sumption. Foreign participation at the 
1957 Rouen fair included Denmark, 
Great Britain, Norway, Sweden, and 
Switzerland. 


Requests for additional information 
may be directed to the Secretariat, 
Foire Nationale des Industries Alimen- 
taries et Agricoles, Quai de la Bourse, 
Rouen, France, 





An Indian Automobile Products Exhi- 
bition was held at the Victoria Jubilee 
Technical] Institute, Bombay, December 
29-January 4, for the purpose of bring- 
ing together the country’s various auto- 
mobile ancillary manufacturers, 


The exhibition was sponsored by the 
recently formed All-India Automobile 
Ancillary Industries Association, an or- 
ganization of some 40 members who 
produce pistons, bearings, fuel injection 
equipment and parts, radiators, brake 
and clutch parts, spark plugs, storage 
batteries, and other automotive equip- 
ment and accessories.—U. S. Consulate, 
Bombay. 





Loan copies of the official catalog of 
the Merdeka (Independence) Tradv 
Fair held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, 
August 28-September 17, are available 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 235, 
D. C., and from the Department of 
Commerce Field Offices at New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Fran- 
cisco, 

A review of the 1957 Merdeka Trade 
Fair was published in the Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, December. 9, 1957, 
page 23. 





The 16th Commercial and Professional 
Exhibition of Art Workshops will be 
staged at the Centre Marcelin-Berthe- 
lot 22 bis, rue Saint-Dominique, Paris, 
France, March 8-17. 

As in the past, this exhibition will in- 
clude presentations from virtually every 
segment of French art production. At- 
tendance will be limited to dealers and 
commercial agents who present proper 
commercial credientials. 

More detailed information is available 
from Chambre Syndicale des Ceramistes 
d'Art de France, 13, rue des- Petites- 
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Ecuries, Paris X, France.—French Em- 
bassy, Washington. 





Total attendance at the Fifth Tunis 
International Trade Fair, October 18- 
November 2, has been estimated by 
press sources at 400,000. 


In addition to the national displays 
mounted at the fair by 12 nations, in- 
cluding the United States, foreign par- 
ticipation was represented by 267 com- 
mercial exhibitors from nine countries. 
Refrigerators, washing machines, elec- 
tric razors, radios, office equipment, 
cooking ware, coin-operated machines, 
and automobiles were among the Ameri- 
can products displayed by local agents 
of U. S. manufacturers, 


Copies of the official catalog of the 
1957 Tunis fair are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
and from the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices at New York City, San 
Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles, and 
Dallas, 


The Sixth Tunis International Fair is 
scheduled tentatively for October 18- 
November 2.—U. S. Embassy, Tunis. 

The 15th annual Exhibition of Hong 
Kong Products, which closed January 3, 
attracted 900,000 paid visitors during its 
1l-month term. In addition, numerous 
delegations of foreign businessmen and 
Hong Kong schoo] children toured the 
exhibits as guests of the Chinese Manu- 
facturers Association, sponsor of the 
fair. 


At the closing ceremonies, the direc- 
tor of the. Hong Kong Department of 
Commerce and Industry congratulated 
the Association on its successful exhibi- 
tion and recommended that a larger 
site be found to accommodate the next 
event. He also presented awards fcr 
22 new and 39 improved products dis- 
played.—U, S. Consulate General, Hong 
Kong. 





A record number of people, approxi- 
mately 450,000, is reported to have at- 
tended the 1957 Trade and Industries 
Fair held at the Great World Park, 
Singapore, Malaya, September 27-Octo- 
ber 20. The 5-day extension of the fair, 
originally scheduled to close on October 
15, is one indication of its popularity. 


Although there was no foreign partici- 
pation, a number of local agents exhib- 
ited products of foreign manufacture. 
American brand articles, some of them 
made in England, were displayed to- 
gether with foreign products by firms 
handling a variety of merchandise. Ex- 
cept for a collective display of Chinese 
herbs, sponsored jointly by a number 
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Sales Encouraging at == 
Munich Brewery Show Age 


Commercial results achieved at the Cor 
1957 German Brewery and Beverage | 


Machine Exhibition held at Munj 


September 27-October 6, were consid. son 
ered favorable, with about 60 percent gf seated 
the exhibitors reporting excellent busi. , 

ness, according to a survey made by Unper 
private research agency, f new 


Fy 


The fair management estimated the 
total business turnover at 180 million | 
German marks, compared with 125 mil. : 
lion marks at the preceding a 
staged in 1951 (4.2 German marks-</ 
US$1). 

The general public was admitted to 
the fair, but the great majority of ,™ 
visitors represented persons active in | Indus 
the trade. Fair.officials reported that 4 
percent of those attending were buyers, develop’ 

In addition to visiting brewers pio 
all parts of Germany, who came to view 
the fair and to attend the general meet. 
ings of several German brewers’ asso- 
ciations held in conjunction with the 
exhibition, other trade members regis. | 
tered from a number of foreign coun. | 
tries. Particularly high visitor repre. 
sentation was noted from Austria, 
France, and Switzerland, but there were 
also businessmen from other European | ()~* 
céuntries, North and South America, 
and the Far East. ' 


Industry Mechanization Emphasized 


Exhibits emphasizing mechanization 
of the industry included brewing-house 
equipment, fermenting plants and ves- | 
sels, storage tanks and barrels, auto- 
matic barrel and bottle cleaning and Di 
filling machines, and related devices, : 
Equipment used in producing other bey- Ai 
erages, such as wines, fruit juices, 
champagnes and soda waters, also was New 3 
exhibited and demonstrated. the 

A special attraction of the exhibition it 
was the “Blocksudwerke,” a single-unit I 
brew house designed to meet high-pro- | 
duction requirements but occupying | from 
minimum space, Interest was high also | and R 
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in new bottle-labeling equipment. | 

Copies of the official catalog of the North 
German Brewery and Beverage Machine Unt 
Exhibition are available on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S, De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
3, D. C. 

The next such event is scheduled for 
1963 at Munich. 





of local suppliers, there were no exhibits 
featuring only one item. 

Fair authorities estimated the value 
of goods displayed and costs of decora- 
tions to be about M$3 million and re- 
ported that more than M$2 million in 
business was transacted during the 24 
day term of the exhibition (M$3.03= 
US$1).—U. S. Consulate General, Sing- 
apore, 


¥s Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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at kar 
how Agency Created for 


 % Congo Development 
Verage - 

lunich, A National Study Institute for De- 
“onsid. t of the Lower Congo has been 
"ent of geated in Belgium. 

$44 Under the Royal decree establishing 


f tie Hew agency, the Institute's repsonsi- 
“d bilities will be to prepare studies of the 
me the the financing operations, utiliza- 
5 ae fon of electricity produced, and all 
Ae gher problems related to development 
tion the Inga hydroelectric site. The 
| pydroelectric potential of the Lower 
ted to Cone, estimated at about 20 million 
ity a \lowatts, is planned to be developed in 
ed 54 Industrial projects in various stages of 
ais: development, all related in some way to 
ra the proposed Inga hydroelectric plant, 
from) re for the production of aluminum, 
meet wood products, chemical products, and 
| oaks: cement. Bituminous shale in Mayumbe 
h the | Province and other mineral resources 
regis. | will be exploited, and agricultural areas, 
cou railroads, and shipping, as well as a mili- 
repre- tary harbor, will be developed. 
ustria, Administration of the Institute will 
e werd includes a president and a council of 
ropean five.administrators to be appointed by 
nerica | the King of Belgium. The council is to 
| be assisted by a secretary “general and 
| fve auxiliary groups to study human 
d problems, economic questions, finances, 
ization | technical developments, transportations, 
-house | ad urbanization.—v, S, Embassy, 
d ves- Brussels, 
auto- 


g and | Direct Belfast-New York 


evices, . . 
r ber. Air Service Planned 


juices, —_irect air service between Belfast and 
0 was New York may go into operation during 
the spring of 1958, should traffic justify 





ibition it 
rae Icelandic Airlines, Ltd., is considering 
iPro; | qerating this trans-Atlantic service 
mye | from London, passing through Belfast 
a | and Reykjavik. This service would pro- 
of the Vide the first direct airlink between 
asian Northern Ireland and North America. 
ee Until these plans go into operation, 
-— anew schedule has been placed in effect 
S De. Whereby passengers may fly direct from 
ington Belfast to Renfrew, Scotland, and then 
across to New York. This schedule re- 
od i Places the former Belfast-Renfrew- 
Prestwick-New York route, doing away 
__._- With the unpopular journey from Ren- 
.... few to Prestwick, the departure point 
xhibits | for many trans-Atlantic trips. 
now wishing to travel from 
value } Belfast to New York may place reser- 
lecora- | vations for Icelandic Airlines’ journeys 
nd re- | at the B.K.S. Air Transport, Ltd. office 
~ at Nutt’s Corner, Belfast. These pas- 
Nose | Mugefs would travel by B.K.S. to Ren- 
Sing- » Where they would board Icelandic 
ing: | tireraft for the Atlantic crossing.—U. 8. 
ite, Belfast. 
(eekly | February 3, 1958 





New Airport To Open Near London 
Designed To Handle Heavy Liners 


Beginning early this summer many air travelers between Britain 
and the Continent of Europe will begin and end their journeys at a new 
airport 20 miles south of London, the new Gatwick Airport now being 
built at a total cost of about $19.6 million. 


There has been a small grass airfield at Gatwick for many years 


but growing pressure upon London Air- 
port led to the decision to expand and 
transform the field into a modern air- 
port. 

London Airport expects to handle 
well over 12 million passengers a year 
by 1970, and to meet this expected ex- 
pansion, the United Kingdom Govern- 
ment, which controls most of Britain’s 
civil aviation activities through the 
Ministry of Transport and Civil Avia- 
tion, some time ago decided to reduce 
the number of civil airports in the 
Greater London and surrounding area, 
to three—London Airport, Gatwick, and 
Blackbushe. 


Gatwick Chosen as 
London Alternative 


Gatwick was chosen as one of the 
three because a basic function of the 
new airport is to be the main bad 
weather alternative for London Airport. 
The site had to be within easy reach 
of London yet tend to have good visi- 
bility when London's is bad; be on the 
main air routes serving the capital; fit 
into the local air network; and, of 
course, be big enough, reasonably flat, 
and free from obstructions to flying: 


Gatwick satisfies all these require- 


ments. It will be used all year round, 
although its frequency of operations 
will be highest in summer when short- 
haul holiday traffic reaches its peak. 


Development of the new airport is 
planned for two stages, The first, which 
is expected to be completed so that 
operations can begin this spring or early 
summer, involves construction of the 
basic facilities, to cover about 660 acres 
of land, including one main runway 
7,000 feet long, associated taxiways, 
perimeter tracks, handling “apron,” a 
big modern terminal building with full 
passenger and other amenities, airline 
offices and crew facilities, an aircraft 
operations block, a control tower, and a 
new. aircraft-maintenance area. 

The first stage also involves diversion 
of the main arterial highway from 
London to the south coast, which runs 
across the line of runway, and construc- 
tion. of a new railroad station on the 
main London-to-south coast electrified 
line. 

The second stage involves provision 
of a second major runway 6,000 feet 
long with all necessary associated taxi 
tracks and possibly also a subsidiary 
runway 4,000 feet long, This work will 





begin only when it is considered that 
traffic expansion at the new airport 
requires further facilities. 


Airport Will Combine Air, 
Road, Rail Transport 


Gatwick will be the first modern air 
terminal in the world to combine air, 
road, and rail transport in a single 
unit. Passengers will be able to go from 
the center of London in fast electric 
trains and within 2 or 3 minutes after 
stepping out at Gatwick be in the heart 
of the new termina] building. 

Similarly, diversion of the main high- 
way, which is already open to vehicular 
traffic, is so arranged that the road now 
passes directly beneath the new ter- 
minal building and ramps lead to an 
elevated forecourt where automobiles 
can load and unload passengers and 
baggage at the main door to the pas- 
senger hall. 

Another innovation will be the adop- 
tion of the “finger and gate” or “pier” 
system of connecting the terminal 
building with the aircraft. Passengers 
will walk to their aircraft along covered 
piers, protected from the weather. 

On the technical operations side, Gat- 
wick will be one of the best-equipped 
airports in the world, with the latest 
radar and other devices. The main 
east-west 7,000-foot, 150-foot-wide run- 
way will be permanently darkened so 
that its markings will stand out more 
clearly. It will have reinforced shoulders 
of a reddish color, providing a contrast 
with the runway, and the taxi tracks 
are designed to permit fast taxiing, 
which will assist in maintaining a high 
rate of aircraft movement. : 

A comprehensive lighting system i§ 
being laid down, including the widely 
used Calvert system of center line-and- 
bar approach lighting. 

The runway and taxi tracks are 
designed to take the heaviest airliners 
expected in service in the years ahead, 
and the big jet airliners will be able to 
land at Gatwick if diverted by bad 
weather from London Airport. Al- 
though the runway may not be long 
enough to permit takeoff of big jets at 
their maximum all-up takeoff weights, 
on the basis of performance figures so 
far announced for such airliners, it will 
be long enough to permit them to take 
off lightly loaded for London Airport, 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Better Facilities for Welsh Port 


The British Transport Commission is engaged in a £1.1 million pro- 
gram for improvement and expansion of Port Newport, Wales, to cope 
more efficiently with traffic which has increased from 1,678,163 tons 
in 1947 to 2,397,713 in the first 11 months of 1957. 

Old-fashioned hydraulic dock cranes are to be scrapped and re- 


placed with 20 new 6/3-ton electric 
cranes. 

In addition, to insure quicker turn- 
around, additional facilities have been 
provided for rapid handling of mineral 
ore cargoes by installation of a bat- 
tery of 10-ton electric grabbing cranes 
and a further battery, costing £150,- 
000, of cranes also has been installed. 

Six 20-ton coal hoists which are no 
longer needed because of the small 
amount of coal now passing through 
the port are to be removed and the 
pier is to be converted for use of ore 
carriers. 

A more efficient railroad siding com- 
plex is to be developed for the dock 
area, with emphasis on simplification 
of distribution of goods and elimination 
of the many switches and crossovers 
that now blanket the docks. A new 
electric power grid for the port area 
now under development will provide 
power for the new cranes and other 
facilities and equipment currently 
planned. 


Drydock Facilities 
To Be Expanded 


Drydock facilities at Newport also 
are to be expanded. The Atlantic Ship- 
building Co., Ltd. will spend about 
£1.55 million on a second drydock for 
construction of large tankers of up to 
45,000 tons. Present construction facili- 
ties are being completely utilized and 
about £13 million in orders are out- 
standing. Among vessels on order are 
two 45,000 ton tankers being con- 
structed for American firms. Expansion 
of the company’s present drydock is 
now under way. The existing dock, 
measuring 360 x 60 x 19 feet is being en- 
larged to 540x80x19 feet. The new 
drydock now under construction will 
measure 755 x 108 x 24 feet. 

*The company expects to specialize in 
construction of 45,000-ton tankers, but 
a further expansion of its shipbuild- 
ing facilities probably will be under- 
taken if a demand for 100,000-ton 
supertankers develops. 


In connection with expansion of the 
port’s shipbuilding facilities, the dock 
drawing office is now being trebled in 
size,. and modern cranes, reportedly 
of Italian manufacture, with 40-ton 
capacities and a maximum radius of 
100 feet are on order for use in con- 
struction of larger tankers. 

The plater’s shed at the new drydock 
will be fitted with heavy plate mangles, 
a large plate rolling and flanging press, 
a cold frame bending machine, and 
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welding equipment, hand and auto- 
matic, for both steel and aluminum. 


Another drydock, this one mainly 
for repairs, is being constructed by 
C. H. Baily Co. Ltd, at a cost of 
more than a half million pounds.— U. S. 
Embassy, Cardiff. 


U. S., Nepal, India 


Join in Road Program 


An agreement between the United 
States, Nepal, and India on a roadbuild- 
ing program designed to stimulate flow 
of trade to, from, and within Nepal, 
became effective in January. 


The U. S. share in the 3-nationgroject 
will total $5 million over the next 3 
years, according to the International 
Cooperation Administration. India’s 
share over the 3-year period will be the 
equivalent of $1,875,000 while Nepal 
will provide the equivalent of $525,000. 

U. S. funds, a grant from the Presi- 
dent’s Fund for Asian Economic Develop- 
ment, will be used mainly for the pur- 
chase of roadbuilding equipment and 
vehicles, steel for construction, and fuel 
for operating the equipment. Some 
technical assistance also will be supplied. 

Nepal, largely mountainous, has only 
had about 300 miles of roads of all types. 

The 3-nation cooperative arrange- 
ment is part of a 5-year program now 
being planned in Nepal to build 900 
miles of roads—hard-surfaced, unsur- 
faced, and tracks that can be traveled 
by jeeps. Many of these roads will be 
new or improved connections leading 
out of Nepal into India. 








Brazilian Airline To Buy 
New Aircraft From U. S. 


The Brazilian airline, Cruzeiro do Sul, 
which operates the largest network of 
domestic airsservices in Brazil, plans to 
purchase four U. S.-manufactured cam- 
mercial aircraft through a $2.1 million 
credit from the Export-Import Bank of 
Washington. 

The credit will finance the purchase 
of four Convair 440 aircraft and spare 
parts from General Dynamics Corp., 
Convair Division. 

Cruzeiro do Sul now is operating with 
a passenger fleet of 4 Convair 340’s, 32 
Douglas DC-3’s, and several smaller 
aircraft. In order to improve its services 
and increase its operating efficiency, the 


New Danish Shipyards - 
To Be Built in 1958 77h 


The huge A. P. Moller Shipyards | 
at Lindo, Denmark, 11 kilometers from } 
Odense on the eastern shore of Odense 
Fjord, are now expected to be ready for J 
production of large vessels by the ay. yo 
tumn of this year. 


By that time the partly finished yandg been @ 











will be able to build or repair vesgsejg jerona\ 
of 50,000 to 100,000 tons. No ship larger domesti 
than 38,000 tons has before been built sengers 
in Denmark. The | 
Excavation for the new yards was | service 
done last summer. Five hundred thoy. | Aires, _ 
sand cubic meters of earth were re. |Barilocl 
moved as the first step in construction | Tucumé 
of two docks to measure 300 x 45 x 19/and Ri 
meters. The docks will extend inland DeHavi 
from Odense Fjord to a point where the} Tram 
artificial ship channel in the fjord nears) expand 
shore. Buenos 
When construction is completed ships ie r 
built in the docks can be set afloat by a ae 
permitting water to enter the docks 
from the fjord, and they then can be} Blect 
sailed out into the fjord through re.}the Bh 
tractable doors. Final shipfitting wi) }estimat 
take place in a basin in the fjord. ~/mende 
A hall of 216 x 60 x 30 meters, where} t¥0. fir 
parts will be welded and sectiong as. have si 
sembled, is under construction. Supply, the Rh 
administration, workshop, and eanteen phage 


buildings are also being raised—32,000 
square meters of roofed area in all 
—U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen. 





Honduras Plans To Begin 
Public Works Projects 


The Honduran Ministry of Public 
Works and Communications has an- 
nounced immediate plans for the devel- 
opment of public works in Honduras, 


The Ministry hopes to build 29 new 
water supply projects, 3 sewage systems, 
and feeder roads to the main highways, 
to continue paving the capital city, and 
to carry out other projects begun by the 
outgoing administration, including ¢ar- 
tographic studies. 

Extension of Ferrocarril Nacional 
(National Railroad) to the Sulaco River 
Valley to open what is considered 4 
potentially rich area also is being com 
sidered, This line would be a south-east 
extension of about 30 to 60 kilometers, 

If carried out, the new railroad com 
struction would be the first in many 
years for Ferrocarril Nacional. The 
area that would be opened is considered 
suitable for coffee, cotton, and other 
crops. It now is considered under 
populated.—U. S, Embassy, Tegucigalpa 





company. decided to purchase _ mow 
modern aircraft. In addition to the new 
Convair 440’s, it has on order 9 Fait 
child C-82 packet cargo airplanes. 
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Two Argentine airlines, Lineas Aereas 
p Cuyo, S.A.—newly formed private 
and Transcontinental S.A., have 
een authorized by the Ministry of 
utics to operate certain -regular 
jomestic airline services carrying pas- 
gngers, cargo, and mail. 
The first airline will operate regular 
between Mendoza and Buenos 
Aires, Mar del Plata, San Carlos de 
re pe. |Bariloche, San Rafael, General Alvear, 
ruction |Tucuman, San Juan, Villa Mercedes, 
[5 x 19 }and Rio Cuarto, with Commuter and 
inland |DeHaviland aircraft. : 
ere the Transcontinental S.A. is authorized to 
i nears )espand its local service by flights from 
Buenos Aires to Tucuman, Salta, and 
San Carlos de Bariloche. —U. S. En- 
passy, Buenos Aires. 
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Electrification of a large section of 
the Rhodesia Railways by 1966 at an 
estimated cost of £23.5 million is recom- 
mended in a report just published by 
two firms of consulting engineers which 
have surveyed the locomotive policy for 
the Rhodesia Railway (£1—US$2.80). 

Lines recommended for electrification 
we: Nkana-Kafue, by way of Broken 
Hil—270 miles—to be in sérvice by 
1%2, and Salisbury-Bulawayo, through 
Gwelo—303 miles—to be in service by 
1965. 

By 1962 power from the Kariba 
hydroelectric project will be available 
fom Kitwe in the north to Bulawago 
inthe south, which would provide power 
for the planned electrified railways. 
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QANTAS, Australia’s oversea airline, 
imugurated scheduled round-the-world 
service on January 14, with two flights 
toLondon and return to Australia. One 
fight proceeds eastward across the Pa- 
tiie and the United States, the other 
westward via Singapore, India, and 
Europe —U, S. Embassy, Canberra, 


The opening of a monthly U. 8S. At- 
antic and Gulf-Mediterranean-Mideast 
press cargoliner service was an- 
noimced by Daniel Kaiun in January. 
Main cargoes from the United States 
Will be coal, phosphate ore, and sundries. 
Cargoes from the Mediterranean and 
Mideast ports will be chrome and iron. 
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The Yacuiba-Santa Cruz Railroad, 
Which connects with the General Bel- 
fano Railroad in Argentina at the 
-Argentine border, has been 
inaugurated although not completed. 
Ss over the Parapeti, Rio Grande, 
Md Florida Rivers are lacking, and the 
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Work is unfinished on freight and pas- 


Mexican Power System To Expand 


The privately owned Mexican Light and Power Co., Ltd., has re- 
ceived a World Bank loan equivalent to $11 million for expansion of its 


electric power system. 


Mexlight is extending its transmission and distribution systems 
and increasing its generating capacity by about 95,000 kilowatts, or 


about one-fifth. 


The company distributes power in 
Mexico City and the surrounding area. 
The -area served, the chief govern- 
mental, industrial, and commercial cen- 
ter of Mexico, covers about 10,000 
square miles, including Mexico City, 
the important cities of Toluca, Cuerna- 
vaca, and Pachuca, and about 400 
towns and villages. 

The expansion now being undertaken, 
at an estimated cost of $28 million, in- 
cludes the addition of a 82,400-kilowatt 
unit to the 66,000-kilowatt Lecheria 
thermal plant, which was constructed 
with the help of an earlier World Bank 
Loan; modification of two generating 
units in the Nonoalco thermal plant to 
increase capacity by 12,500 kilowatts; 
and further extension of the company’s 
transmission and distribution networks. 

New construction at the Lecheria 
plant was begun in mid-1956;7 and much 
of the equipment has already arrived 
at the site; completion is- scheduled for 
April of this year. Work at the Nono- 
alco thermal plant also is expected to 
be finished this year. 

Part of the extension of the com- 
pany’s transmission and _ distribution 





Kenya Now Supplied Power 
From Owen Falls, Uganda 


Kenya received its first additional 
electrical power supply from Owen Falls, 
Uganda, on January 1. 

The supply from this source was ex- 
pected to reach 14,000 kilowatts by mid- 
January, and 20,000 kilowatts by the end 
of 1959. The Uganda Electricity Board 
has contracted to supply Kenya ulti- 
mately with 45,000 kilowatts by 1965. 

Current demand for electric power in 
Kenya has reached 38,000 kilowatts. 

The power from Owen Falls is trans- 
mitted over the new Tororo-Nairobi 
transmission line straight to Nairobi. 
Later the supply will be used to serve 
up-country areas of Kenya along the 
route.—U. S. Consulate, Nairobi. 





senger stations at principal 
workshops, and telegraph lines. 
Service has, however, been given for 
some time on the Yacuiba-Boyuibe por- 
tion of the railroad—about 200 kilo- 
meters—and it is planned to extend this 
service to the Boyuibe-Rio Grande por- 
tion soon—about 190 kilometers—with 
transshipment at the Parapeti River 
pending completion, of the bridge. The 
remainder or- Rio Grande-Santa Cruz 
rtion is about 140 kilometers in 
ength.—U. S, Embassy, La Paz, 


stops, 





systems was carried out in 1956 and 
1957, and the remainder will be fin- 
ished by the end of this year. At that 
time, Mexlight’s system will have a 
total generating capacity of 585,000 
kilowatts. In addition Mexlight dis- 
tributes purchased power from about 
350,000 kilowatts of generating capacity. 


Canal To Be Built 
In South Holland 


Details of a plan for further develop- 
ment of the port area of the New Wa- 
terway in South Holland have been 
released by the Provincial Government. 

Plans provide for a new canal, locks, 
dock basins, living centers, roads, tun- 
nels, and railways on the islands in the 
Rhine estuary west, south, and south- 
west of the port of Rotterdam. 

The new canal for seagoing vessels 
will either have its own entrance from 
the North Sea just south of the en- 
trance of New Waterway or will branch 
off from the waterway opposite the 
Hook of Holland. It will run closely 
parallel] to the New Waterway as far as 
the new Botlek dock and industrial 
area, and at that point a lock will be 
constructed. 

The canal will then continue in a 
southeastern direction and after a few 
miles will have a branch in an eastern 
direction to link up with the Oude Maas 
River leading to the port of Dordrecht. 

The canal itself will ultimately end at 
Haringvliet estuary. East of the en- 
trance into the Haringvliet, a new dock 
basin, industrial sites, and living cen- 
ters will be constructed on an island in 
the estuary and on opposite banks of 
larger islands north and south of that 
island.—U. S.~Consulate General, Rot- 
terdam. 








New Airport ... 


(Continued from page 23) 
where they will take up their full fuel 
loads. 

Gatwick is expected normally to deal 
with short-to-medium-range aircraft, 
such as the turbo-prop Viscount, The 
air-traffic-control pattern is such that 
airliners will not have to spend long 
periods “stacked” in the air waiting 
their turn to land. Speedy aircraft 
movements and passenger handling will 
be among the keynotes of the new air- 
port’s operations. 

Altogether Gatwick will be ‘a flexible 
project, capable of swift and easy adap- 
tion to changing trends in civil aviation. 
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Denmark's Economic ... 


(Continued from page $) 
was the major theme at the fisheries 
fair in Copenhagen last fall. 


A record production of brown coal in 
1957 was estimated by the trade at 3 
million tons. The increasing use of lig- 
nite by electric powerplants and other 
industries seeking cheap fuel was one 
reason for this upsurge from an esti- 
mated 1,425,000 tons in 1956. 

The mining of bog iron ore also re- 
ceived a shot in the arm when in De- 
cember a Danish industrialist received 
a 500-thousand crown Government loan 
from International Cooperation Admin- 
istration funds to expand his mining 
operations, especially in south Jutland. 
He will concentrate on the extraction 
of manganese sulfate from the ore. 


Imports and Exports 
Show Increases 


Imports into Denmark for the first 10 
months of 1957 amounted to 7,791 mil- 
lion crowns, as compared with 7,338 
million crowns for the like period of 
1956. Exports from Denmark rose to 
6,503 million crowns from 6,192 million 
crowns. 

Imports from the United States rose 
from 710 million crowns during Janu- 
ary-October 1956 to 765 million in the 
similar period of 1957. Imports of fuel, 
mostly petroleum products, more than 
doubled; transportation equipment, oil- 
seeds cotton, metals, and machinery in- 
creased; but grain and feedstuffs were 
substantially smaller. 

Exports to the United States climbed 
from 467 million crowns during the first 
10 months of 1956 to 542 million in the 
corresponding period of 1957, the largest 
increases being in meat products, fish 
products, beverages, furs, machinery, 
and furniture —U. S. Embassy, Copen- 
hagen. 





Japanese Trade... : 


(Continued from page 2) 
liminary data, bringing the total for 
the first 11 months to $2,556.1 million, 
14.7 percent more than for the corre- 
sponding period of 1956. 

The steady month-to-month decrease 
in Japan’s trade deficit was resumed in 
November after an interruption in 
October. The deficit of $30.3 million 
in November 1957 was the lowest of 
the year and was due partially to the 
4.7-percent increase over October ex- 
ports but mainly to the 13-percent im- 
port decline from October. 

Import decreases occurred in all 
major categories except wool, raw hides, 
and lumber, Iron and steel, coal, ferrous 
scrap, raw cotton, wheat, soybearis,, 
barley, petroleum, sugar, beef tallow, 
rice, potassium fertilizer, and crude 
rubber registered the greatest drops 
in November. 

Ship exports regained some of the 
decline of the preceding month and 
constituted Japah's single largest ex- 
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port in 1957. Exports of cotton and 
rayon fabrics, fish and fish preparations, 
and clothing increased modestly. Ship- 
ments of iron and steel, chemical ferti- 
lizers, spun rayon yarn, and toys de- 
clined. ‘Although the export of cotton 
textiles is reported to have reached a 
postwar peak in 1957, the pattern of 
Japanese exports continued to shift 
gradually from light industry and con- 
sumer goods to capital goods, notably 
vessels and machinery, 


United States-Japan 
Trade Drops 

Japan’s imports from the United 
States, which constituted 38 percent of 
total imports in the first 10 months 
of 1957, declined again in October, the 
fifth consecutive monthly decrease since 
the postwar high of $179.6 million in 
May 1957. October imports were valued 
at $100 million, down $18.9 million from 


September. Imports for the first 10 
months of 1957 amounted to $1,408.8 
million, an increase of 68.2 percent 


over the corresponding period of 1956. 

Exports to the United States in Octo- 
ber amounted to $52.2 million, $2.5 mil- 
lion less than in September. Shipments 
increased each month in 1957 to reach 
a postwar high of $58.7 million in Au- 
gust and “then dropped slightly in Sep- 
tember and October. Exports during the 
first 10 months of 1956.amounted to 
$483.6 million, an increase of 8.6 per- 
cent over exports for the corresponding 
period of 1956. 

Nearly every major category of U. S. 
goods increased in the January-October 
1957 period over the like period of 
1956. Particularly large increases were 
registered for ferrous and nonferrous 
ores and metals, coal, petroleum, raw 




















cotton, and industrial machinery, 7, 
dollar cost of three raw materials—pa 
cotton, ferrous scrap, and coal—almo 
equalled Japan’s entire earnings fro 
exports to the United States, 

Exports of plywood, pottery, 
machines, optical instruments, woole 
and silk fabrics, and toys incregged| 
Cotton fabric exports declined by neg, fe Ci 
ly 50 percent in the January- 
period over the 1956 period; raw 
exports also dropped, 


Payments Position 
Shows Improvement 


Persistent deficits in Japan’s bals 
of international payments from Janug 
through September: were turned: in 
small surpluses in the last 3 months | st yea 
1957. Improvement resulted prims 
from an import curtailment by mez 
of a series of restrictions on impo 
financing. 

Despite the favorable trend of 


or 
in 1956. Receipts in 1957 amounted @ ™ 
$3,642 million ($3,224 million in 195¢@ 


($2,931 million), ‘largely as a 
of increased imports. 
The favorable turn in the balance 


several months. Government agenq™ 
forecasts of Japan’s balance of paymen 
for the fiscal year ended March 3 
1958, haye been revised to $240 millio 
The originally predicted deficit we 
$475 million, The new forecast assumg 
that import levels can be held d 
and that exports will increase slighth 
—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo, 
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im “Out ut of Stee Up, 
Bs “toa Down in ECSC 
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Community’s 1957 steel output 
put coal production lagged, accord- 
to a survey by the High Authority 
the European Coal and Steel Com- 
ity. 

Steel production for 1957 in the Euro- 
,» Coal and Steel Community was 
























or 5 percent above the 1956 figure 
43 percent above-that of 1952, the 
year before the Community was 


as more rapid than in Great Britain, 
s United States, or the U.S.S.R. 
Community coal production for 1957 
% estimated at 248 million metric 
or 0.4 percent below the 1956 
mre and Only 3.8 percent above 1952, 
This amount compares with 1956-57 in- 
ses of some 1 percent in Great 
10 percent in the United States, 
nd 8 percent in the U.S.S.R. 
Comparative coal and steel produc- 
in these areas is shown in the 


Steel Production 


{In millions of metric tons] 


Percentage 

1956 1957! Increase 
1957/52 

57 60 +42.8 


21 22 29.4 
104 104 23.8 
49 51 + 50.0 


Coal Production 
{In millions of metric tons] 


Percentage 

1956 1957! Increase 

1957/52 
29 «=—A8 + 3.8 
226 228 — 0.9 
480 6530 1 6.0 
304 330 43.5 








ce | Hearing Set on Fine 
. with } Mesh Wire Cloth 
reign 'A public hearing will begin on May 


@ in connection with an investigation 
determine whether fine mesh wire 
Goth is being imported in such quan- 

les as to cause or threaten serious in- 

to the domestic industry. 
The Tariff Commission instituted on 
mary 24 an investigation upon appli- 
@uon of domestic manufacturers of 
mése products, with the view to pos- 
Mle action under the escape clause 
ion of the Trade Agreements Act. 

| The categories of good included in the 
evStigation are gauze, fabric, or 
h, made of wire composed of metal 
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Austrian Television Retailers 
Fail To Break Ban on Imports 


Austrian television retailers are reported to have failed in recent 
efforts to secure relaxation of virtually complete prohibition of televi- 


sion-receiver imports into Austria. 


The retailers’ attempt to obtain import licenses for some 2,000 
receivers for the Christmas trade was opposed by Austrian producers 
who maintained that existing supplies were adequate. The issue was 
decided—against importation—by the Office of the President of the 
Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce. 


A current review of production indi- 
cated output of approximately 30,000 
receivers since mid-1955 when television 
manufacture began in Austria. This 
information was in sharp contrast to 
previous trade and industry estimates, 
which placed production at 14,000 units 
between mid-1955 and October 1957, It 
is expected that more definite informa- 
tion on this subject will become avail- 
able in 1958 as, effective January 1, 
owners of television sets are assessed a 
monthly fee of 50 schillings (1 schil- 
ling = US$0.03846). Indications are that 
a determined effort, with high penalties, 
will be made to track down unregistered 
receivers, 


A major hindrance to television de- 
velopment in Austria is said to be the 
high cost of locally produced receivers. 
Some sources have estimated that per- 
haps 200,000 television receivers might 
now be in operation if prices had been 
substantially—perhaps 30 percent—low- 
er than the current level of 6,500 to 
7,000 schillings for the 36 by 27 cen- 
timeter screen size, and 8,150 to 9,400 
schillings for the 48 by 36 centimeter 
size, 

Austrian television broadcasting began 
in 1955, but operations have been ham- 
pered financially. Adequate funds how- 
ever, have been provided for televis- 
ing about 20 hours a week and further 
progress is expected, Five television 
transmitters are now in operation, and 
it is expected that installation of four 
additional transmitters will be com- 
pleted before the end of 1958. 

Annual sales of radio receivers in 
Austria are reported to be well in excess 
of 200,000 units, supplied largely from 
domestic production. The number of 
registered radio receivers, 1,819,189 as 
of July 1, 1957, is believed to account 
for very nearly all receivers actually in 
use.—U, S. Embassy, Vienna. 





or alloy, not specially provided for, with 
meshes finer than 90 wires to the lineal 
inch in warp or filling, provided for in 
paragraph 318 of the Tariff Act of 1930. 

Parties desiring to appear at the 
hearing should notify the Secretary of 
the Tariff Commission, Washington 25, 
D. C., in writing at least 3 days in ad- 
vance, 








Angola Oil Refinery 
Plant Under Way 


The 100,000-metric-ton topping plant, 
which is being erected in Angola to 
exploit recently discovered oil wells 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, August 26, 
1957, p. 31), is expected to begin opera- 
tions in late March or early April. 

Indicated annual production capacity 
will be 15,000 metric tons of gasoline, 
18,000 tons of gas oil, 65,008 tons of fuel 
oil, and 3,000 tons loss. Based on 1956 
imports, the new refinery’s capacity will 
satisfy approximately one-third of 
Angola’s gasoline and gas-oil require- 
ments, and will produce more than 
twice the annual fuel-oil requirements. 

Assuming that the refinery produces 
at capacity in 1958, the Angolan market 
will be supplied according to the follow- 
ing patterns: 

Refinery Location 
[In metric tons] 





Non- Total 

Lisbon' Luanda Portuguese supply 

Gasoline _.......21,000 15,000 g. 00 45,000 
Kerosene ........ 6,500 ao 8,000 * 
co eae 31,000 17,000 2 000 60,000 
Fuel oil ......... — 65,000 65,000? 
Total ............58,500 97,000 22,500 178,000 


1As.,of January 1, regulations requiring that 
80 percent of the gasoline, kerosene, and gas 
oil marketed in Angola be refined in a Portu- 
guese territory were reinstated. 


2Indicated domestic requirement approxi- 
mately 30,000 tons. 

Estimated potential crude production 
of three oil wells at Luanda is 150-200 
tons a day, or 55 to 73 percent of the 
refinery’s capacity. Additional crude 
may be obtained from two wells which 
have been capped at the Bemfica field, 
but no pipe has yet been laid to this 
field. Initial refinery operations will de- 
pend upon supplies from the Luanda 
field, possibly supplemented by crude 
imports. .Gasoline produced by the 
topping plant will not be higher than 65 
to 68 octane, and it will be necessary to 
blend imported gasoline to bring it up 
to the 74 octane now marketed in 
Angola.—U, S. Consulate, Luanda. 
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Export-Import Bank 
Sanctions 88 Credits 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington authorized 88 credits in 24 
countries for a total of $468.4 million 
during the period July 1-December 31, 
1957, the Bank has announced. 

These credits ranged from one of 
$550 to assist a dealer in Brazil to buy 
a disk plowing harrow from a manu- 
facturer in Georgia to another of $115 
million to the Bank of Japan to buy 
agricultural commodities in the United 
States. 

The credits were authorized as fol- 
lows: In Asia 15 credits in 5 countries 
for a total of $242.1 million, or 51.6 
percent of the dollar total; in Latin 
America 63 in 11 countries for a total 
of $158.9 million, or 34.1 percent; and 
in Europe 10.in 8 countries for a total 
of $67.4 million, or 14.3 percent, 

The majority of credits in this pe- 
riod was authorized to meet the vari- 
ous needs of private business enterprise, 
the normal course. 

Fifty-four credits totaling $118 mil- 
lion were authorized in the private sec- 
tor; 28 credits totaling $100.5 million 
were authorized to private borrowers 
with government guaranties, for a total 
of 82 private credits; and 6 credits 
totaling $249.5 million were authorized 
to governments or government agen- 
cies. ; 

With these credits borrowers will buy 
in the United States for use abroad a 
wide variety of capital equipment. The 
largest dollar volume of these credits 
will be spent in the United States for: 
Agricultural commodities (largely cot- 
ton); steel mills; aircraft; electrical 
generating, industrial, telephone, rail- 
road, and farm equipment; and mining 
machinery. 


A total of 64 credits for $56,5 million 


- was authorized at the request of U. S. 


exporters or financial institutions dur- 


On request On request 
of U.S. of oversea 
exporters Amount purchasers Amount 
0 ae $ 5.2 $236.9 
Europe ...... nee 46.2 4 21.2 
Latin America .... 52 5.1 11 153.8 
ee .. cnttenexs 64 $56.5 24 $411.9 


ing the period, including four increases 
in credits of $249,500. An additional 24 
credits for $411.9 million were author- 
ized on request of oversea purchasers, 
including two increases of $24.1 mil- 
lion. Tabulation of these authorizations 
are shown by areas in million of dollars, 





Surplus Agreement 
Signed With Spain 


An agreement for the sale to Spain 
for local currency of surplus agricul- 
tural products valued at $69.1 million, 
including certain transportation costs, 
was announced by the Department of 
Agriculture on January 27. 


The commodity composition of this 
agreement, in millions of dollars, is as 
follows: Edible oils, $41.8; cotton, $11.8; 
feed grains, $5; tobacco, $5.3; dairy 
products, $1; and the balance for trans- 
portation costs financed by the United 
States. 

As in other Public Law 480 agree- 
ments, the sales will be made by private 
U. S. traders. 

Of the pesetas resulting from this 
program, 45 percent is set aside for a 
loan to the Spanish Government for 
economic development, and 55 percent 
will be reserved for meeting U. S. obli- 
gations under its various programs in 
Spain. 





Development Loan Fund's 
Interest Rates Announced 


The Development Loan Fund has an- 
nounced that the interest rate on its 
loans for nonprofit-making projects will 
normally be 3% percent. 

Interest rates on loans made to profit- 
making enterprises will generally par- 
allel the interest rates charged by the 
Export-Import Bank, which range be- 
tween 542-5% percent. 

These interest rates will be subject 
to any future changes in the cost of 
money to the U. S, Treasury. 





Hong Kong imported 565 million 
pounds of rice from January through 
September 1957, an increase of 73 mil- 
lion pounds over the like period of 1956, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports, 


“ae U, S. 
Turkey To Buy More #* 
Surplus Products 


A further agreement has been 
cluded for the sale to Turkey of surpl 
agricultural products worth $46.8 mi 
lion, including certain transportati 
costs, the Department of Agricult 
announced on January 20, 

The commodity composition of 
agreement, in millions of dollars, f 
lows: Wheat, $15.4; vegetable oil, $21, 
feed grains, $3; butter, $0.4; anhy 
milk fat, $0.2; cheese, $1.3; nonfat 
milk, $0.3; and the balancé for 
portation costs financed by the Uni 
States. 

As in other Public Law 480 agree 
ments, the sales will be made by pri 
vate U. S. traders. 


Fifteen percent of the lira resul r 
from this program is set site of Al 
loans to U. S. and Turkish private en)” 
the Export-Import] © 
Bank of Washington. Approximately] © 
half of the remaining lira is to Isra 
} 
. 



















terprise through 


used for an economic development loan} ” 
to the Government of Turkey. The bak 
ance is to be used for meeting expen- 
ditures by the U. S. Government, in- 
cluding market development for agri- 
cultural commodities, educational proj © 
grams in Turkey, and other purposes, 
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